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Hot Happenings 
 
April 17 AC Library Presentation 
April 17 Hammonton Garden Club Herbs 

presentation  
April 19 AC Community Center: Four-

Season Gardening presentation 
April 19 Deadline for Perennial Sale orders 
April 23 Earth Day ACUA Education Fair 
April 28 Arbor Day 
April 29 MG Perennial Plant Sale pickup  
May 5 MG Association Meeting. 12:30. 

Bring a bag lunch. 
May 13 4H Spring Fling 
May 19 MG Fund Raiser Yard Sale (new 

date) 
June 5 – 8 Northeast Regional Master 

Gardener Conf., Newport, RI  
Aug. 10 -12 Atlantic County 4H Fair 
 

Spring Project Updates 
• ACUA Earth Day: Activities and give-aways 

are being planned. Volunteers are needed to 
help work the MG table.   

• 4H Spring Fling: Planning is underway and the 
tomatoes are growing well. Volunteers are 
needed to answer questions, hand out fact 
sheets, talk about soil testing, etc.  

• Community presentations: Mona is leading 
several talks (see “Hot Happenings”). 
Volunteers are needed to present talks to 
these and other community groups.  

• NEW: Northfield Adult Education: A new 
project will offer a three-night class covering 
basic gardening, perennials, and herbs. See 
Mona for details.  

• Master Gardener Demonstration Garden: Up 
from last year’s plantings are collards, kale and 
garlic. Students Robert Kruk, Bette DelGrosso, 
and Glenn Pavlis recently planted parsley, 
lettuce, cabbage, peas and radishes. 

• Estell Manor Nature Center: Volunteers are 
needed to plant herbs, bird-friendly plants, etc. 
To volunteer, contact Mona.   

• Forsythe Refuge: The team has begun 
working on the native garden on Thursday 
mornings. Contact Evonne or Judith for details. 

• NEW: Port Republic School Gardens: For the 
next six weeks, volunteers are needed to help 
with (mostly third grade) student projects, 
including woodlands garden, native plants and 
grasses, and perennials garden. 2:30 – 4:30 
each Wednesday. Contact Debra Sandler or 
Debi Baker-Capille.  
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HelpLine News and Info 

HelpLine Update 
• Calendar via Email: Anita Wagner now emails 

monthly HelpLine calendars to encourage 
volunteers to sign up for HelpLine hours. In 
addition, when there are vacancies in a given 
week, expect an email from Anita asking for 
volunteers.  

• Reminding each other: Because the HelpLine is 
one of the most important client-facing activities 
we do, a new step has been added to the HelpLine 
routine. Before you finish your HelpLine hours, call 
the volunteer scheduled to work the next HelpLine 
hours as a friendly reminder.  

• Substitutes: If you can’t make it to the HelpLine 
hours you’ve signed up for, use the MG directory 
to find a replacement for your hours and contact 
Anita as soon as possible. A “Substitutes List” will 
be developed to provide names and numbers of 
volunteers willing to step in when needed. 

• Recommended reading: Three new publications 
are now in the HelpLine “Please Read” folder:  
• “General Use Pesticides for Ornamentals,” 

March, 2006, Ohio State University Extension 
• “2006 Control Recommendations for 

Household and Structural Pests,” RCRE. 
• “2006 Be Safe with Pesticides,” E261 

Stumped by a pest?  
The RCRE Plant Diagnostic Laboratory 
provides “accurate and timely diagnoses of 
plant health problems for the residents of New 
Jersey.” The lab provides disease and insect 
pest diagnosis, plant and weed identification, 
insect identification, nematode assays, and 
more. These services are done for fees 
ranging from $30 to $100, so they’re for clients 
with a considerable interest or investment in 
their plant / landscape. Forms, instructions, 
and fee schedules are at the HelpLine office. 

HelpLine Questions in April 
• Recent HelpLine callers asked about carpet 

bugs and two-spotted stinkbugs; gypsy moth 
caterpillars; pruning hedges and bushes; hosta 
propagation; and woodpecker damage to fruit 
trees.  

 
• Lawn, Lawn, Lawn! Spring lawn maintenance 

is one of the most common HelpLine topics. 
Get ready by reviewing your MG binder on 
Lawns and Turf Management, and check out 
RCRE’s Top Five Fact Sheets for April: 

1. Soil Testing for Home Lawns and 
Gardens, FS797 

2. Renovating your lawn, FS108 
3. Seeding your lawn, FS584 
4. Moss in lawns, FS426 
5. Weed control in lawns, FS119.  

 
• Controlling grubs: Though the time for 

treatment is later in the season, you may get 
questions now; see FS1009, “An Integrated 
Approach to Insect Management in Turfgrass: 
White Grubs,” and FS293, “White Grubs.” 

New RCRE Fact Sheet 
Seedcorn Maggot (FS280, Revised March 2006). 
These pests attack the germinating seeds of corn, 
beans, cucurbits, peas, and other large-seeded 
plants, feeding on seed contents and leaving empty 
or damaged shells. Under moist conditions, the roots 
of many plants, including crucifers, potato seed 
pieces, sweet potatoes in beds, beets, onion, 
spinach, and turnips are attacked. Seedcorn 
maggots occasionally tunnel in seedling stems and 
cotyledons, and can infest the hearts of lettuce and 
spinach plants. Damaged seeds and stems allow 
various disease organisms to invade plant tissue 
causing plants to rot. Sign up for 2006 HelpLine Hours

2004 & 2005 MGs: If you haven’t yet, be sure 
to sign up for your HelpLine hours for April 
and May. 2006 MGs can sign up for HelpLine 
duty after their last class.   

Maggot 
damage to 
asparagus and 
soy plants 



 
 Education Opportunities 

Backyard Habitats, by Anita Wagner 
The 2006 MG class welcomed Pat Sutton to 
speak on Backyard Habitats. Sutton is the 
Program Director at the Cape May Bird 
Observatory (CMBO) -- a leader in research, 
environmental education, bird conservation, and 
recreational birding activities located in Cape May 
Court House (see www.cmbo.org).  Ms. Sutton 
spoke about birds, butterflies, and native plants; 
here are just a few of her many helpful hints: 
 
• Don’t do a complete fall clean up – provide 

shelter for wildlife. 
• Create the entire habitat  

(ex. Butterfly Bush plus  
caterpillar plants). 

• 53 different birds feed from  
the native Wild Black Cherry  
Tree (Prunus serotina) 

• Plant Goldenrod: It doesn’t  
cause hay fever. 

• Sumac with red fruit is not poisonous. The 
poisonous sumac has white berries. 

• Sweet Gum trees attract the Lunar Butterfly. 
• To enhance your birdfeeder, add moving 

water (birds love it). 
• Change the location of your bird feeder yearly.
• To keep birds from crashing into windows, pin 

a piece of white ribbon to the glass to break 
up the reflection. 

 
Learn more about backyard habitats at the 
National Wildlife Federation’s “Wildlife 
University” – eight free 30-minute online classes 
in the “Creating Places for Wildlife Series”; see 
www.nwf.org/wildlifeuniversity

MG Library Book Review   
The Well-Tended Perennial Garden by Tracy 
DiSabato-Aust; review by Michelle Brunetti-Post 
 
I bought this book for advice on taming my wild 
garden and getting more color out of it from spring 
to fall. Mine tends to peak in late June and early 
July, and then just crash into a jumble of half-
hearted blooms and foliage run amok. 
 
Instead of the usual lecture on  
choosing just the right plant  
combinations to keep blooms 
going, DiSabato-Aust gave me  
another way – pruning and  
pinching to extend flowering  
periods.  She explains how,  
when and where to pinch, groom,  
shape and snip perennials. And  
she includes a great index of  
perennials and discusses how to best prune them. 
She shows how many easy perennials like 
Monarda can be managed to give bloom for months 
rather than weeks. 
 
She also takes you through the process of installing 
or renovating beds, and gives lots of advice gained 
from experience (she's a professional garden 
designer and installer). Check it out in our library! 
 

Rutgers 2006 Gardening Series 
One- to three-hour classes designed to provide 
Master Gardeners and homeowners with ideas 
and techniques for improving the home garden:  
• Pruning for Homeowners - April 22  
• Spring/Summer lawn Care - April 22  
• Bulbs, Bulbs and more Bulbs- May 6  
• Birding - May 20  
• Container Gardening - June 3  
• Plant Propagation - June 17 
See http://www.rutgersgardens.rutgers.edu  

Want to contribute to 
Garden Tales? 

 
Garden Tales is written and produced by 

Mary McDermott. Send topic ideas or 
material to Mary at  

mmcddmcn@comcast.net

MG 2006 Classes  
The 2006 program is nearly finished, with several 
good classes still to come:  
Apr 18      Helpline/Working With Youth  
Apr 25       Vegetables I (to be confirmed) 
May 2        Vegetables II (to be confirmed) 
May 9      Small Fruits I 
May 16      Small Fruits II 

mailto:mmcddmcn@comcast.net
http://www.rutgersgardens.rutgers.edu/
http://www.cmbo.org/
http://www.nwf.org/wildlifeuniversity


IPM in the mainstream media 
The goal of Integrated Pest Management, or IPM, 
is to use monitoring, cultural, biological, and 
chemical control strategies to manage pest 
populations. It’s a topic we cover frequently in our 
Master Gardener classes, and an approach we 
recommend to our HelpLine clients. It appears IPM 
has moved beyond the .gov and .edu world, and 
has entered the mainstream gardening and 
landscape language.  
 
For example, The New York Times Garden Q&A on 
March 23rd encouraged a reader to start using an 
IPM system – “a year-round program that operates 
on multiple fronts, from maintaining soil health to 
protecting fruit.” A recent Martha Stewart Living 
Q&A explained that, “IPM is an approach to lawn 
and garden care that involves assessing a 
landscape’s microcolimate and environment, then 
recommending methods to solve specific pest 
problems.” For more details, see the RCRE fact 
sheet, FS316, “IPM in the home landscape.”  

RCRE Web Spotlight:  
Master Gardeners 
On the RCRE website, the spotlight is on the 
Master Gardener program; see http://www. 
rcre.rutgers.edu/mastergardeners. You’ll find a 
list of links that explain various aspects of the 
program and activities. And, even more helpful, 
there’s a link to “Lawn & Garden Frequently 
Asked Questions.”  There are brief answers, 
with links to helpful RCRE publications. 

Critter Corner: Slugs 
From ¼ of an inch to seven inches long, these 
slimy critters are bad news. They prefer cool, 
moist areas, and use their rasping mouthparts 
to chew long, irregularly shaped holes in 
leaves and leave holes in fruits and 
vegetables.  
 
The University of Minnesota’s fact sheet, 
“Slugs in Home Gardens” (FS-07561) offers a 
variety of management approaches, including 
cultural steps (rake your garden in early spring 
to remove leaves, plant debris and slug eggs; 
water your garden only when necessary; plant 
slug-resistant plants); trapping and barrier 
suggestions; and biological and chemical 
controls. See http://www.extension.umn.edu 
/distribution/horticulture/DG7561.html Also see 
RCRE’s FS397, “Slugs and Snails in the 
Vegetable Garden.”  
 

Fun Quiz: Beneficial Earthworms 
True or False: 
1. Earthworms are hermaphroditic (have both male 

and female reproductive organs)  
2. One acre of soil may hold up to eight million 

earthworms. 
3. Worms’ digested organic matter is a rich source of 

nutrients placed close to plant roots. 
4. Earthworm burrows can increase a soil's moisture-

holding capacity up to 400 percent.  
5. Earthworms aerate the soil. As they penetrate the 

topsoil and proceed downward, they may increase 
the soil-to-air ratio by eight to thirty percent. 

 
Answers: They’re all true!  Source: Earthworms: 
Beneficials or Pests?, Univ. of Wisconsin-Madison 
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/wihort/turf/Earthworms.htm  

A timeless classic:
Hungry slug

on a hosta

Borer correction 
In the March Garden Tales, we noted that 
Asian Longhorned Beetles and Emerald Ash 
Borers were "first found in NJ by alert home 
gardeners." While it's true that both invasive 
pests were discovered by alert gardeners, only 
the ALH beetle is here in NJ (so far). The borer 
entered the US in Michigan and seems to have 
spread only to small sections of abutting 
states. 

http://www.uwex.edu/ces/wihort/turf/Earthworms.htm
http://www.extension.umn.edu/distribution/horticulture/DG7561.html
http://www.extension.umn.edu/distribution/horticulture/DG7561.html
http://www.rcre.rutgers.edu/mastergardeners
http://www.rcre.rutgers.edu/mastergardeners


 
 
 
 

Pretty – and pretty dangerous 
The Purdue University Cooperative Extension lists 
the toxicity of plants to livestock and pets. Of 
interest, here are the ratings of some common 
household and landscape plants. The ratings 
provide details for each plant.  
 
Extremely Toxic:   
• Easter Lily, Lilium longiflorum 
• English Yew, Japanese Yew, Taxus baccata 

Taxus cuspidata 
• Oleander, Nerium oleander  
 
Moderately toxic: 
• Azalea, Rhododendron, Rhododendron spp. 
• Lupine, Lupinus perennis (wild)  
• Ohio Buckeye, Horsechestnut, Aesculus glabra 

Aesculus hippocastanum  
Source: Purdue University: http://www.vet.purdue.
edu/depts/addl/toxic/cover1.htm  
 

MG Perennials Sale  
The deadline for your order and deposit is April 
19th. The official plant pick-up Saturday, April 
29. However, volunteers are needed to help 
unload the truck on the 27th, to help organize 
the plants on the 28th, and distribute them on 
the 29th.  Contact Mona to volunteer.  

Tulip-o-mania: 
“Greed, desire, anguish, devotion have all played 
their part in the development of the tulip from a 
wild flower of the Asian steppes  
to the world-wide phenomenon it  
is today. … No other flower has  
ever carried so much cultural  
baggage; it charts political  
upheavals, illuminates social  
behaviors, mirrors economic  
booms and busts, plots the ebb  
and flow of religious persecution.”  
-- Anna Pavord, self-confessed  
“tulipomaniac” in The Tulip. 

Tulipa Sylvestris, 
Wild Tulip 

Propagation Update 
In the January 17 Propagation class, students took 
vegetative cuttings (leaves, stems, root sections), 
treated them in various ways (root hormone, no 
hormone, sit in water), and waited for the results. 
The number next to each plant below shows how 
many students had cuttings showing growth as of 
late March. (By the way, some plants are slower 
starters than others – don’t give up on your 
propagation experiments yet!) 
 
• Lipstick plant (Aeschynanthus radicans): 20  
• African violet (Saintpaulia) : 13  
• Rosemary (Rosmarinus officinalis) 11  
• Red twig willow (Salix alba 'flame') : 9  
• Rabbits foot fern (Davallia fejeensis: 8  
• Rubber Tree (Ficus elastica): Air layering of 

office plant has roots  
• Begonia (Begonia): 3 

Try an unusual vegetable this year 
By Michelle Brunetti-Post 
 
Scorzonera is a root vegetable practically unheard 
of in the U.S., but popular in Belgium, Poland and 
France. It's grown for its tender, fleshy taproot 
with a delicate taste that is black on the outside 
and white and milky inside.  
 
It's rich in inulin, a component of  
food that tastes sweet but has no  
effect on blood sugar levels, so it's  
good for diabetics and healthier  
diets. It is appreciated by French  
chefs, who use it similarly to  
potatoes. It can be eaten raw in  
salad; steamed and served with  
Bearnaise or Bechamel sauce;  
sauteed in butter with parsley or  
other herbs; boiled as an accompaniment to meat; 
grated with cheese; baked with tomato and pork; 
and scrambled with eggs.  
 
How to: Plant seeds in early spring in full sun. It 
takes a long time to mature. Harvest November to 
March, carefully, so not to damage the deep 
taproot. You can get seeds at Thompson & 
Morgan (800) 274-7333 ; Harvest Moon Farms 
(505) 398-6111; or Fedco Seeds (207) 873-7333.

“Green Thumb” articles 
Mona’s weekly Press of Atlantic City column can 
be shared with clients, and you can find the 
archive in the HelpLine Bookcase:  
• Disease-resistant tomatoes, March 17 
• Seed starting problems, March 24 
• Invasive Plants, March 31 

http://www.vet.purdue.edu/depts/addl/toxic/cover1.htm
http://www.vet.purdue.edu/depts/addl/toxic/cover1.htm


Atlantic City’s Hydrangea Trail  
The Hydrangea Trail began some 60+ years ago to 
add more color and beauty to Atlantic City. Over 
the years, residents and businesses planted 
thousands of hydrangeas, competed annually, and 
nurtured their pink, blue and  
rare red hydrangeas from Atlantic  
City to Cape May to Long Beach  
Island.  Hydrangeas like lots of  
water; tolerate our sandy, acidic  
soils; propagate easily; and thrive  
away from direct afternoon sun.   
 
According to the Virginia Tech  
cooperative extension, to get pink flowers, modify 
the soil pH to 6.0 to 6.5; for blue flowers, the soil pH
should be 5.0 to 5.5. Soil with a pH between 5.5 
and 6.0 will produce mauve or magenta flowers. 
(You may need to adjust the pH frequently to 
maintain the flower color you want.) Flower buds 
form on the previous year’s growth, so prune as 
soon as possible after flowers fade each year.  

MG Yard Sale Date Change: 
Now May 19  
The Master Gardener Association Yard Sale 
has been moved to Friday, May 19. It is still  
from 8 am till 3 pm at Michelle Brunetti-
Post’s house in Linwood. Sign up to “work” 
the sale; all proceeds go to the Master 
Gardener association funds.  

The ever-elusive Last Frost Date  
The average last frost date for our area is April 
15; this is when you can set out semi-hardy 
plants. However, the official LAST frost date is 
May 15 – this is when you can (usually) safely 
plant tender plants. Use these dates to plan your 
seed starting and hardening off schedule.  For 
more information on starting seeds, see the 
March 24 Green Thumb article, “Overcoming 
problems associated with starting seeds.” 

Your article HERE! 
Garden Tales is looking for writing 
volunteers. Wouldn’t you love to own “Critter 
Corner,” or “Book Review” or “Fun Quiz” or 
other short articles? It can be yours! Contact 
Mary McDermott and you’ll be on your way! 

Web sites of interest: 
• NJ Department of Agriculture Publications list: Provides a variety of publications for consumers,  

including apple and Christmas tree guides, market and pick-your-own farm directories, and more. 
http://www.state.nj.us/agriculture/publ.htm  

• .edu E-answers: a single site that accesses over 250,000 pages of information from Extension and 
Agricultural Experiment Station professionals at more than 50 Land Grant universities in the US. Plug 
your key word into the search box for instant results – all .edu sources. http://e-answers.adec.edu  

• Musical frogs: Are you hearing the Northern Spring Peepers in your yard, or are they Fowler’s 
Toads? To identify your guests, listen to the calls of sixteen area frogs by scrolling down the NJ 
Division of Wildlife’s Online Field Guide for Reptiles and Amphibians web page to the “frogs and toads” 
section.  http://www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/ensp/fieldguide_herps.htm  

• USDA Plants Database provides “standardized information about the vascular plants, mosses, 
liverworts, hornworts, and lichens of the US and its territories.” You’ll find profiles of the plant of the 
week, photos, posters, plant updates, and much more. See http://plants.usda.gov  

• GardenWeb: This site hosts over 1000 individual forums, focusing on regional concerns, seed and 
plant exchanges, plants, types of gardens, and more – including a forum specifically for Master 
Gardeners. See  http://forums.gardenweb.com/forums  

• You say CLEMatis, I say… Read the phonetic spelling, and then hear the pronunciation of hundreds 
of plant botanical names at www.finegardening.com/hearlatin  

 

http://www.state.nj.us/agriculture/publ.htm
http://e-answers.adec.edu/
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/ensp/fieldguide_herps.htm
http://plants.usda.gov/
http://forums.gardenweb.com/forums
http://www.finegardening.com/hearlatin
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Home Garden Tips: Things to do in April 
• Prepare your pots: Hose out loose soil and sterilize 

your pots with one part bleach to nine parts water. Let 
the pots air dry completely. 

• Prepare your potting mix: Commercial soilless 
mixes are readily available, made up of peat moss, 
vermiculite, and either coarse sand or wood products. 
A soil mix is often made up of one part sphagnum 
peat moss or compost, one part pasteurized soil, one 
part vermiculite or perlite, and some composted cow 
manure. Soil mixes tend to hold water better than 
soilless mixes. (Source: OSU, HYG-1647-00) 

• Resist the temptation of spring sales to buy large 
quantities of pesticides and fertilizers. Buy only what 
you will use in the immediate future. Chemicals tend to 
degrade and what’s left is often difficult to dispose of 
safely and legally (watch for Atlantic County’s 
scheduled hazardous material pickups).  

• Avoid walking on wet garden beds so you don’t 
compact the soil by squeezing out air.  

• Pick up a handful of soil and squeeze it into a ball. If 
the soil is ready to be worked, when you poke the ball 
of soil, it should break apart and crumble.  
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