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Coordinator’s Comments 
By Mona Bawgus 
 
Hello Master Gardeners: 
 
I hope everyone is staying warm and enjoying all those 
new seed catalogs that are filling our mailboxes.  It 
takes a lot of self control not to order everything, but it 
is fun to dream. 
 
Our new MG class is off to a wonderful start.  Our 
students are very enthusiastic and seem to be 
enjoying the speakers.  This year we have several new 
speakers that I know past Master Gardener classes 
will enjoy:  
• On February 26, Bruce Crawford, Director of 

Rutgers Gardens, will speak on Landscape design 
for Homeowners.   

• On March 18, Pat Sutton will join us again for two 
presentations.  The morning class will be on 
Wildlife Habitats, followed by an additional talk on 
Butterfly gardens in the afternoon.   

• On March 25, Bill Hlubik, Middlesex County 
Agricultural Agent and host of “If Plants Could 
Talk”, will present Earthwise Lawn Care.   

• And on April 8, Suzanne Wainwright from 
Buglady Consulting will speak on IPM.   
 

Each of these classes can count for three hours of 
continuing education credits.  (If you plan to attend a 
class please call Anita to let her know since space is 
limited.)  -- Mona 

HOT Happenings 
Jan. 22 MG Class: Weed Identification 
Jan. 29 MG Class: Pesticide Safety 
Feb. 15 NEW! MG Association Mtg, 12:30 
Feb. 14 – 17 NJ Flower Show 
Mar. 2 – 9 Philadelphia Flower Show 
Mar (tbd) Grounds for Sculpture Tour 
May (tbd) MG Plant Sale  
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Committee News & Updates 
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Communications: Mary McDermott will meet with project leaders to help identify “newsworthy” moments for their 
projects to enhance our public relations activities. Kathy Schoonover will start a “Case Files” column for the 
newsletter highlighting HelpLine questions. Photos, stories, and suggestions are welcome from all members. 
 
Community Outreach, Kathy Olsen:  
• We will meet in February to discuss plans for the Backyard Habitat at Estelle Manor. Exploring its 

educational uses will be the next phase of the project as well as increasing public awareness. 
• Mary McDermott: Helen Biggs at the Estelle Manor Greenhouse will be need some, but fewer, volunteers this 

year for seed starting/spotting beginning in February or March. Contact Mary if you are interested in this project.
• John Collette: We’ll meet with the Director of the Ocean Life Aquarium to discuss the project’s next steps. 
• Work at the Forsythe Refuge will resume in March. Contact Bev Albertson, Judy Ryan-Heitz, or Evonne 

Kaminski for information.  
• Barb D’Augustine: We’ll meet at the Lion’s Club Sensory Garden on Thursday, January 17 at 10:00 a.m. 

(Crestview and Pitney Roads in Absecon) to look at the site, and pick up plot plan. The Lion’s Club will maintain 
the garden when we complete the project. 

• Peace Pilgrim Park & MG Demo Garden: Projects are dormant for the season.  
• Glenn Pavlis and Bob Varrelmann spread stones for a service path at the Galloway Library Butterfly Garden. 

We need more volunteers for this ongoing project and we’ll begin planting in the spring. 
  
HelpLine Committee, Grace Wagner: See page 3 
 
Hospitality Committee, Sandy Templeton:  
• The sad passing of Master Gardener Phyllis Hardy was noted; flowers will be sent to the family. 
• Members are asked to sign up to provide refreshments for future meetings. There will be a meeting on 

Tuesday, January 22 at 10:00 a.m. in the conference room to discuss upcoming issues, including assisting 
summer hosts with the cost of refreshments. 

  
Plant Sale Committee: Ann Cinquina: The committee met in January to narrow down the choice of vendors, and 
is evaluating changing the sale date to May. We’re also looking at changing our order process, and creating a 
robust “Expo” or “Fair” around the sale. A final date will be announced at the February Association Meeting. 
  
Speaker’s Bureau Committee: Ann Cinquina: We hope to select four presenters this year to speak at our 
Association meetings, covering topics that can meet some of our continuing education credits requirements.  
  
Trips, Tours, and Education Committee: Vin Thoms: A tentative trip for early March to The Grounds for 
Sculpture and lunch at Rat’s Restaurant is being researched. Vin will report out dates and logistics options at the 
February meeting.  

THANKS, Sandy! 
Sandy Templeton provided the 

delicious snacks for our January 
Association meeting. What a great 

way to start the year! 

Want to contribute to Garden Tales? 
Garden Tales is produced by Mary McDermott, 

following each Association meeting.  
Send topic ideas, photos, or stories to Mary at  

mmcddmcn@comcast.net 



 

HL Mentors Needed 
 Please consider serving as a mentor this summer. 
If you like the challenge, fun, and camaraderie of 
the HelpLine, share your enthusiasm and 
experience with the Class of 2008. Grace Wagner 
will have a sign-up sheet for mentors at our 
Association meetings.  

? 
?

HelpLine Questions to Expect 
Our gardens may be dormant, but the HelpLine 
phones are not! Here are some topics to expect 
calls about, based on the 2006 and 2007 HelpLine 
logs for January and February:  
• Lawns: Soil tests, lime applications, early 

grass seeding 
• Pests: Oak galls, mud bees, indoor beetles 

and ants, houseplant scale, gypsy moth 
spraying programs, deer damage  

• Shrubs and Trees: Storm damage, spruce 
needle drop, when to prune fruit trees  

• Ornamentals: When to remove mulch on 
perennials, when to prune flowering shrubs.  

• Tropicals & Tenders: Amaryllis and forced 
bulb care, houseplant care.  

 

Reference Library: Book Profiles 
By Virginia Mason 
 
Here’s the second in our series (started in the Nov/Dec 
issue) of book reviews that highlight the “go to” resources 
on top of the Fact Sheets filing cabinets. These texts can 
often help you find answers and identifications more 
quickly than searching the internet. The last two reviews 
will be in the next Garden Tales issue.  
 
3) Diseases and Pests of Ornamental Plants (Pirone): In 
Part One of this book, the author offers plant diseases in 
general (such as mildews, blights, etc.) by symptoms. Then 
diseases are presented by the various causes: cultural, 
environmental, parasites, pests, bacteria, fungi, insects or 
animal pests. Part Two is an alphabetically presented 
disease and pest inventory by host plant. It is necessary to 
know the scientific name of the plant to locate it, but a trip 
to the index where the common names are listed will give 
you a page to pursue. Once you have found Cornus 
(Dogwood), Geranium (Cranesbill) or Lonicera 
(Honeysuckle), for example, you will find the common 
diseases and then insects specific to that plant.  
 

HelpLine Info 
 

Help Line Committee Report 
By Grace Wagner 
• In November we fielded 36 calls and sent 21 

mailings; in December, we fielded 13 calls and 
sent 8 mailings. Note that the HL office will be 
closed February 12 and 18.  There are still 
some office hours to fill in January, and the 
February calendar is wide open.   

• Mary Stecher maintains the HL office bulletin 
boards. Be sure to check out the latest info on 
the boards, and pass along any items you think 
are appropriate  

• Gypsy moth spraying: Grace will post recent 
Press of Atlantic City articles on the HL bulletin 
board that discusses area spraying plans. 

• Sandy Templeton has created a new file on 
Sensory Gardening, which can be found in the 
HL file cabinets 

  
 

4) Insects That Feed on Trees and Shrubs (Johnson & 
Lyon): This volume is divided into insects that feed on 
conifers and those that feed on broad-leaved trees and 
shrubs. Prior to the introduction, there is a reader's guide to 
ID insects and other pests that gives reference numbers to 
picture plates by categories such as borers, piercing/ 
sucking, etc. The introduction offers possible causes of 
injury, and signs and symptoms of insect attack. Each 
insect has been meticulously researched and has an 
extensive photo gallery with it. There are two indexes. One 
lists both the common and scientific names of insects, 
mites and other animals with a page reference. The other 
index is an alphabetical diagnostic list (both Latin and 
common names) of insects by plant host; the index can be 
browsed by subheadings that categorize the plant’s major 
parts affected (foliage, bark, twigs, roots, etc,), starting with 
the common pests of a host plant precisely listed. It’s a 
great place to begin in any search. 

Winter HelpLine Hours: 
9 a.m. - Noon 
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Education & Information 
 

“Green Thumb” Articles  
Look for these helpful articles in the archive binder in 
the MG office, or in your “MG NewsBits” emails. 
Green Thumb articles can be printed and shared with 
HelpLine callers. 
• Poison Ivy, Dec. 14 
• Pesticide Disposal, Dec. 21 
• Hellebores, Dec. 28 
• Planting bulbs late, Jan. 4 
• Scale insects, Jan. 11 
• Indian Meal Moth, Jan. 18 
• When to start seeds indoors, Jan. 25 

Rutgers Home Gardeners’ School 
March 15 
This one-day, four-session course offers expert 
instruction in innovative gardening and landscaping. 
“Spend the morning learning how to design your 
landscape and the afternoon listening to a lecture on 
bulbs. Participate in our hands-on flower-arranging 
workshops and take home a beautiful basket or 
container of fresh flowers that you designed. Highly 
energetic and knowledgeable speakers will teach you 
about landscape design, houseplants, containers, 
pests and diseases, butterflies, pruning, gardening 
equipment, and a whole host of other practical topics 
designed to prepare you and your garden for the 
spring and beyond.” The class is in New Brunswick; 
see http://www.cookce.rutgers.edu/ 
courses/current/ah0201cb.html  

Rutgers Garden Series 2008   
The 2008 series kicks off with eight new courses in the 
first half of the year – including the intriguingly entitled 
“Garbage Gardening.” Courses are held in New 
Brunswick, and range from two hours to four days.  For 
more information, see http://rutgersgardens.rutgers.edu/
 
• Principles and Practice of Landscape Design 

NEW: 3-day course led by Bruce Crawford, 
February 27, 28, March 6,  2008;   9:00-4:00 daily 

• Seasonal Care of the Garden, March 29 
• Orchid Breeding For Fun NEW,  March 29 
• The World of Orchids and Epiphytes, March 29 
• Designing a Perennial Garden NEW: 2-day course 

led by Bruce Crawford, April 5 & 12 
• Organic Vegetable Gardening NEW: April 5 
• Garbage Gardening:  Growing Plants from 

Seeds and Kitchen Refuse NEW: Learn to grow 
attractive houseplants from the kitchen leftovers – 
citrus, avocado, carrots, sweet potatoes, and more. 
Great for children and adults. April 12.  

• Pruning Techniques for the Homeowner, April 19
• Evening in the Gardens, April 24, 6 – 8 pm 
• Herbs for Flavor and Fragrance NEW, May 3 
• Hosta-bilities NEW, May 3  
• Container Gardening, May 17 
• Identifying Birds and Techniques of Attracting 

Song Birds to your Garden NEW  May 17 
• Woody and Perennial Plant Combinations for the 

Mixed Border NEW, May 17 

Check out MG Video! 
The Burlington County Master Gardeners have 
produced a video you can watch on your 
computer at  http://www.youtube.com/watch 
?v=V6LUYM_x0E4 It’s a great summary of the 
overall Master Gardener program!   

Morris Arboretum and Longwood 
Gardens 2008 Courses 
The Morris Arboretum and Longwood Gardens have 
published their catalogs of extensive 2008 course 
offerings. See www.morrisarboretum.org and 
www.longwoodlearning.org  
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2008 MG Class schedule  
As before, classes are on Tuesdays, from nine till 
noon, at the MG classroom. Certified MGs can earn 
three continuing education units (CEUs) for attending 
classes that weren’t offered or were missed in 
previous years. If you decide to attend a class, be 
sure to let Anita Wagner know the week before.  
 
Jan 22 Weed Identification 
Jan 29 Pesticide Safety 
Feb 19 Plant Pathology 
Feb 26 Garden Design for homeowners 
Mar 4 Plant Propagation 
Mar 11 Native Plants / Invasives 
Mar 18 Backyard habitats 
Mar 25 Earthwise Lawn Care 
Apr 1 Insects 
Apr 8 Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
Apr 15 Arboriculture 
Apr 22 Flowers Garden 
Apr 29 Flowers Field Trip 
May 6 Helpline/Working with youth 
May 13 Vegetables I 
May 20 Vegetables II 
May 27 Small Fruits I 
June 3 Small Fruits II 

Keeping in touch 
• Address changes: If you have a new email 

address, or any changes to your paper mail address, 
send them along to Anita Wagner. 

• Don’t have email? Much of our MG 
communications are sent electronically. However, for 
those without email, the Garden Tales newsletter will 
be printed and mailed to you on request. Also, a 
paper copy of the Association minutes can be placed 
in your personal file in the HL office. Be sure to let 
Anita know you need paper copies.  

• Use the phone: When in doubt about a project or 
event date or time, give a call to the project leader or 
committee chairman. You’ll find email addresses and 
phone numbers in the Spring 2007 directory.  

Welcome Class of 2008! 
The Atlantic County MG Association welcomes 24 
students to the 2008 Master Gardener class! 
Classes started January 8 and the new group is 
pretty enthusiastic and energetic. We’ve got lots of 
great projects and activities for the new students to 
look forward to, and everyone in the Association is 
eager to meet the new folks. Welcome, and best of 
luck in the class!  
 
• Kathleen Beagle, Brigantine 
• Norma Begley, Mays Landing 
• Patricia Cassidy, Port Republic 
• Carl Farrell, Mays Landing 
• Mary Ann Howell, Egg Harbor Twp 
• Kathryn Joyce, Brigantine 
• Pat Kennedy, Minotola 
• Barbara Kennedy, Mays Landing 
• Enrique Lago, Jr., Hammonton 
• Joan Liston, Egg Harbor Twp 
• Anna Mae Maslinski, Mays Landing 
• Donna McArthur, Mays Landing 
• Bessie McGowan, Egg Harbor Twp 
• Molly McNamee, Dorothy 
• Dorry Drew Millay, Mays Landing 
• Antoinette Najar, Mays Landing 
• Mary Jo Perrone, Hammonton 
• Robert Smisko, Woodbine 
• Kathyrn Stemple, Egg Harbor Twp 
• William Stote, Mays Landing 
• Gwenn Vartanian, Egg Harbor Twp 
• Jackie Weiss, Estell Manor 
• Kathy Whelan, Atlantic City 
• Pam Wojcik, Galloway Twp 
 

MG Class of 2008 
 

Permission is granted to non-profit organizations to reprint original 
material appearing in this newsletter. You must credit the author and 
this publication, and send a copy of your publication to the editor (see 
back page.) 

Intro to Computers: Gay Pitz shares 
some HelpLine computer  
experience with Ann Cinquina 

Jan/Feb, 2008     Page 5 of 16                                Garden Tales 
  



People Page 
 

Everybody has a story! 
Each month we introduce members of our Master 
Gardener Association. The next time you see these 
folks, say hello and introduce yourself.  

Happy 
Birthday!  
Estelle Berkowitz, Jan 3 
Evonne Kaminski, Jan 9 
Janet D'Alessandro, Jan 15
Ana Schleifer, Jan 17 

In fond memory 
of Phyllis 
Hardy,  

MG class of 2007 
1949  2008 

Kathy 
Schoonover 
Secretary 
 

Barb 
D’Augustine
Treasurer 
 

2008 MG Officers 

Rachel 
Bogatin 
President 
 

Ann 
Cinquina 
Vice 
President 

Ann Cinquina, 2005, Egg Harbor Twp., Association VP, 
Plant Sale co-chair, community outreach projects 
 
• My favorites… 

• Plant: Tulip with its rebirth in spring 
• Season: Spring, as beauty follows winter 
• MG Activity: Plant sale 
• Garden tool: A little claw I can use as a shovel 
• MG Class: Beach plum pruning at Cape May 

Courthouse  
• Garden related TV show: “Gardening by the Yard” on 

Sunday mornings. 
• My least favorite plant is invasive peppermint.  
• My most embarrassing garden moment was when I met a 

vole eye-to-eye. I screamed – and frightened him away.  
• My funniest HelpLine question was when a client asked 

when I would come over to solve her problem. 
• If I were on a desert island, the one plant I’d want with me 

would be a fruit tree. 
• My family thinks my gardening is “crazy.” They want to 

commit me. 
• Wild creatures I don’t mind having in my garden are 

mallard ducks. 
• If I had my own farm, I would probably grow vegetables 

and cutting flowers. 
• Most MGs don’t know that I used to do USO tours when I 

lived in New York City. 

And welcome to … 
Terry Doebley is a new MG Intern. She 
completed her MG classes in Cape May, but 
will work toward her certification here in Atlantic 
County (where she lives). Terry’s from Somer’s 
Point. Please welcome her when you see her! 

Rita Wenig, Jan 23 
George Lonkart, Jan 20 
Mona Bawgus, Feb 6 
Grace Wagner, Feb 10 
Bob Varrelmann, Feb 21 
Marie Benoit, Feb 25 
Raven Ahmed, Feb 29 
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Places to go, things to do 

Regional Activities of Interest 
 
Women in Agriculture Conference, Jan 24 – 25 
Dover, Del. 
http://ag.udel.edu/extension/kent/womeninag.htm  
 
Symposium, Feb 1, Longwood Gardens, PA 
www.longwoodgardens.org 
 
Deep Cut Orchid Society Show, Feb 7 – 10 
Holmdel, NJ 
www.deepcutorchids.com  
 
Workshop: Composting 101, Feb 12 
Scott Arboretum, Swarthmore, PA 
www.scottarboretum.org  
 
NJ Flower Show, Feb 14 – 18, Edison, NJ 
http://www.macevents.com/show.cfm/eventID/121  
Master Gardeners get an entry fee discount on Thursday 
and Friday with your official MG name tag; volunteers get in 
free, but must check in at the exhibitors’ window and wear 
your MG name tag.  
 
Horticulture Symposium, Feb. 16 
Winterthur Museum & Gardens, Del. 
www.hortmag.com 
 
Philadelphia Flower Show, March 2 – 8 
www.theflowershow.com  
 
Responsible Gardening with Pizzazz!, March 15 
Friend Center, Princeton University 
http://mgofmc.org/symposium/ 
 
Invasive Plants Lecture, Mar 31 
PA Horticultural Society, Philly 
www.pennsylvaniahorticulturalsociety.org 
 
Bowman’s Hill Wildlife Preserve Winter Lecture series: 
Now through February, enjoy a series of gardening, 
landscape, and ecology lectures; Bowman’s Hill is about 40 
miles northeast of Philadelphia. See 
http://www.bhwp.org/news_media/2007_winterlectureseries
_announced.htm  
 
NY Botanical Garden annual orchid exhibition, Feb. 23 –
April 26. See http://www.nybg.org/  

Here’s an easy table to remind you when to trim for 
indoor blooms, (courtesy of Horticulture Magazine):  

Forcing Spring Blooms 

 
Plant              When to Cut   Weeks to flower 
Forsythia  Jan or Feb  1 to 3 
Pussy willow   Jan or Feb      2 
Cornelian cherry 

Just for Phun… 
An aphid is an “insect pest that inphests gardens 
and makes gardeners phoam at the mouth, stamp 
their pheet, and utter phour-letter words.” – H. Beard 
& R. McKie 

   Dogwood  Feb or Mar  2 to 4 
Crabapple  Feb or Mar  2 to 4 
Flowering cherry Feb or Mar  2 to 4 
Early-blooming 
   Rhododendron March   4 to 6 

Seed Swap a Success! 
After harvesting seeds all through the fall, MGs had 
their pick of seeds at the January Association 
meeting. As seeds came in, Anita Wagner labeled and 
packaged the seeds. For January’s meeting, Anita  
laid out about 300 seed packets for several dozen 
kinds of annuals and perennials. Seed packets are still 
available if you missed the meeting; extra seeds will 
be used with our various community projects this 
spring. Thanks to all who harvested seeds, and a big 
THANKS to Anita for labeling and packaging them. 
Take a look at the Nov/Dec “Garden Tales” on page 4; 
the “Winter Sowing” article offers tips on how to get an 
early start on those seeds! 
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Resolutions and Passions 
 

 
Have a gardening passion?  
Share it with the community 
Last year, MGs gave about a dozen presentations to 
library and community groups on gardening topics. 
We’re looking to expand our community presence by 
offering more talks and demos. If you have a topic 
you’re passionate about, share it! Last year we gave 
presentations on Propagation; Container Gardening; 
Fall Garden Cleanup; IPM; Insects of local interest; 
Introducing the MG program; Getting ready for 
Spring Planting; Seashore plants and native plants; 
and more. Possible presentation ideas for 2008 
include composting, pruning, butterfly / bird friendly 
gardens, dealing with deer, drought-resistant 
plantings, bulbs, ferns, shade gardens, vines, 
ornamental grasses, seed starting… the possible list 
goes on and on. Partner with a MG friend to help 
lead a demo – the more hands-on, the better. If you 
have ideas for presentations or community groups to 
reach out to, contact Mona.  

New Year’s Garden Resolutions 
Here are a few Master Gardeners’ responses to, “What 
will you do differently in this year’s garden?”  
• “I'm going to cut back on my tendency to buy one or 

two of lots of different new plants, and instead use 
large numbers of a few of my favorite plants in my 
borders, to get more of the “Wow!” factor and have 
things look more put together and less chaotic. I will 
also use more conifers and other evergreens, so my 
garden doesn't look so sad over the winter.” – 
Michelle Brunetti Post 

• “I will leave more space between plants for air 
circulation instead of squishing as many as possible 
into the available space.” – Amy Menzel 

• “I’ll read the plant tags!” – Grace Wagner 
• “I’ll divide ... and conquer some of those empty spots 

with flowers that really like my soil and exposure.” – 
Janet D’Alessandro 

• “Some of my sunny areas have become more shady 
with the growth of small trees and shrubs.  I'll be 
adding more shade tolerant plants to those areas and 
moving the sun lovers to other locations.” – Barb 
D’Augustine 

• “I'll be rotating my tomato crop in an effort to outsmart 
the pests who may look for it in its familiar spot. It will 
also be nice to have my tomato plants closer to the 
kitchen door!” – Kathy Schoonover 

• “Jim really loved the grass seed Kim Hesse 
recommended at the 4-H Fair, called Rebel.  It is 
GREAT.  So we plan on buying and using that grass 
seed this year.” – Mary Stecher 

• “What I'll do differently this year is the SAME thing I 
say every year, and never listen to myself: Not buy 
too many plants!” – Rachel Bogatin 

"Beauty Can Hide A Beast" 
National Invasive Weed Awareness Week, 
February 27-March 4 
The sixth annual National Invasive Weed Awareness 
Week (NIWAW) will feature a series of events in 
Washington, DC, from February 27 through March 4. 
NIWAW focuses national attention on the severe 
problems created by invasive weeds. Events 
highlight the critical role that the Federal government 
must play to help the US deal with the economic and 
ecological problems of invasive weeds. The public is 
invited to exhibits at the U.S. Botanic Garden, which 
will remain up throughout the week. For more info, 
see  
http://www.fws.gov/refuges/generalInterest/NIWAW_
012705.html  

Naked in the snow?? 
Here’s something unlikely to befall South Jerseyans: 
Too much snow can drive a person crazy. 
“Pibloktoq,” a little-understood hysteria seen in 
people living in the arctic, can cause a wide range of 
symptoms, including echolalia (senseless repetition 
of overhead words) and running around naked in the 
snow.  – Discover Magazine 
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MG Holiday Luncheon 1 

 
 Our Holiday Luncheon was wonderful: 

Great gifts, lots of laughs, delicious food,  
big smiles, and warm wishes for the 
holidays and New Year.  A big “Thank You!” 
to the Hospitality committee for doing such 
a fabulous job!  

Sorry, 
Toots! 
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MG Holiday Luncheon 2 
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Plant Profile & Pronunciations 
 

 
 Plant Profile: Lunaria annua 

By Kathy Schoonover 
 
Money doesn’t grow on trees—it grows on the biennial plant, Lunaria annua. Don’t we  
wish! Lunaria, commonly known as the money or silver dollar plant is so called because  
its seed pods (called silicles) resemble coins. Actually, a thin, green husk must be  
peeled off to reveal the translucent, silvery “coin.” 
 
Lunaria is native to southern Europe and has become naturalized throughout much of  
North America. It is a pest-resistant and versatile plant that grows in sun or shade and  
in most well drained soils. As a biennial, it concentrates on vegetative growth during its  
first season; during its second year it bolts and produces in late spring four-petaled flowers that are typically purple 
but may be white. The plant reaches a height of 24” with a 15” spread. Lunaria self-sows prolifically, but because it 
is a biennial, one must initially sow seeds two years in a row to ensure flowering during each subsequent year. 
Seeds can be started indoors or sown directly in fall or early spring. 
 
Lunaria is also known as “moonwort” (its genera name is derived from Luna, the moon) and “perennial honesty.” 
Another interesting fact about Lunaria seed is that its oil contains the fatty acid nervonic acid, which is an important 
constituent of mammalian brain and nerve tissue, but which is unusual in plant seed oils. 
 
Sources: http://web1.msue.msu.edu/imp/modzz/00000905.html  
               www.salizbury.edu/aboretum/perennia/LuAn/luAn.html 
               www.hort.purdue.edu/newcrop/proceedings1996/V3-021.html#LUNARIA  

Latin Names and Pronunciations 
By Gloria Perakovich 
 
Here’s the latest in our series to help us with the Latin names and pronunciations of familiar plants:  
 
Baptisia  (bap-TEES-ee-ah)  Blue false indigo (baptisia australis) (photo). The baptisia australis is the  
best known and most ornamental.  Showy clusters of dark blue flowers in early summer on 3’-5’  
plants.  The foliage, which remains all season, is blue-green.  Full sun to partial shade.  Zones 3-9. 
  
Convallaria majalis (con-vah-LAIR-ee-ah ma-JAY-lis)  Lily of the family.  Hearty ground cover producing flowers from mid-
May into June.  Foliage turns yellow in late summer and dies back to the ground for winter.  Zones 2-8. 
  
Ceratostigma plumbaginoides (sur-rot-oh-STIG-ma plum-BAJ-ih-noids) Plumbago. Bright blue flowers from summer to 
fall.  6”-12” plants.  Full sun to partial shade in well-drained soil.  Mark location because they are late to come up. 
  
Aconitum (ack-oh-NIE-tum)  Monkshoods. Long-lived perennials that add rich blue and purple to the garden from late 
summer to fall.  Leaves, roots, flowers, and seeds are all quite poisonous.  Roots, where poison is most concentrated, were 
once used to poison wolves. 
  
Epimediums (eh-pih-MEE-dee-ums). Called barrenwort and bishop’s caps, they start the spring garden with flowers that 
come in shades in white, rose, red, or pale to bright yellow.  Attractive fall foliage in yellow, bronze, or red.  Zones 3-8. 
  
Kniphofia uvaria (nih-FOE-fee-ah you-VAIR-ee-ah) Torch lily, a.k.a. red hot poker and poker plant; Tropical-looking flower 
clusters consist of densely packed 1”-2” long tubular flowers in fiery colors.  Full sun.  Zones 5-9. 

USDA Plants 
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Poetry Corner 
by Kathy Schoonover 
 
Many of you are probably familiar with Max Ehrmann’s 
poem, “Desiderata,” which was written in 1927 and begins 
with the famous line, “Go placidly amid the noise and the 
haste…” Here is a lesser-known poem of his to warm our 
moods, called “Winter:” 
 

Cold lies the lifeless earth, 
the birds are gone, and through 
the naked trees the shrill wind 

whistles. Though the world 
outside be chill and dead, may the 

world within us resound 
with gleeful songs, and our hearts 

be warm with hope and love. 
And may many an evening’s 

merriment, beside the 
hearthstone’s cheerful glow, make 

sweet the passing time. 
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Online Extras: Beauty in Winter 1  
 

 
 

Janet D’Alessandro’s red-twig 
dogwood (from our ’07 plant 
sale) and heather in bloom 

Clockwise from 
top right: Bunny 
Mason’s witch 
hazel, Rose of 
Sharon seed 
pods, acuba, 
euonymus, and 
Russian Purple 
kale 

“Everything has its beauty, but not everyone sees it.” -- 
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Online Extras: Beauty in Winter 2 
 

 

Clockwise from top left: Mary 
McDermott’s leucothoe 
axillaris, morning glory seed 
pod, agastache seed heads, 
buddleia seeds, echinaecea 
seed head, sage, and 
nandina 

Grace Wagner’s
Coral Bark Maple
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Online Extras: Forcing Bulbs  
By Virginia (Bunny) Mason 

 

Narcissus tazetta:  I forced these bulbs as a holiday/early spring project. Use any decorative container without drainage holes. 
Place 1 to 2 inches of washed gravel or stone on the bottom; bulbs on top; then enough stone or gravel over and around to 
hold the bulbs in place. Water to the base of the bulb only and maintain at that level. Keep in a warm, light place and wait for 
the green shoot. They take about 4 weeks to bloom. I used this same method with the Amaryllis bulbs and I’m waiting for 
Saffron crocus and Hyacinth to bloom. The deep pink Amaryllis is a Giant Amaryllis (Hippeastrum hybrid) and the other is a 
Wild amaryllis (Hippeastrum Vittatum ‘Minerva’).  

Narcissus: 
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/consumer/factsheets/bulbs-perennial/Narcitr.htm 
 
Amaryllis: 
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/consumer/factsheets/bulbs-summer/amarylis.html  
http://ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/consumer/factsheets/bulbs-perennial/Hippesp.htm  
http://hgic.clemson.edu/factsheets/HGIC1551.htm  
Home forcing Amaryllis: http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/hil/hil-8529.html 
 

Additional bulb forcing 
references: 
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/
Publications/PM1319.pdf  
http://hgic.clemson.edu/factsheet
s/HGIC1556.htm 
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Online Extras: Christmas Tour 
 

 
Stories of Christmas Passed 
By Janet D’Alessandro 
 
“Have you gotten back to Longwood lately?” Vin Thoms often asks. Like some of you, we both enjoy Longwood 
Gardens in any season, so when my husband and I decided our Christmas present to each other was to enjoy the 
sights and sounds of the season, Longwood was in the mix. 
 
Longwood’s “evening show” with a million lights is an important component, so we stayed overnight at The Inn at 
Mendenhall (ww.mendenhallinn.com) in Concordville, PA.  The overnight package included admission tickets to 
the Winterthur Museum and Longwood Gardens (plus breakfast and lodging for a reasonable price.)  Check-in is 
later in the day, but our arrival at 10:00 a.m. secured the tickets.   
 
Off to Winterthur first. We hopped on the trolley to tour the garden, winding our way toward the decorated 
mansion.  I admit, in winter only your imagination captures the splendor of a “hill covered with blue flowers in early 
spring,” but the sunny and pleasant winter day and knowledgeable tour guide brought the woodland architecture to
life.   
 
For me, the highlight of the Winterthur tour was a tree decorated exclusively with dried plant material. In the 
photos, you can pick out sea holly, heather and coxcomb, as well as pampas grass, dogwood blossoms, and more 
colorful and unusual choices than I could ever imagine putting together. 
 
Longwood was beautifully decorated during the day…and at night, a lighted fairyland emerged both inside and 
out.   A 7 p.m. Christmas concert topped off a great day. And, we even fit in the ice show.  Vin, I hope you got 
there! 

Jan/Feb, 2008     Page 16 of 16                                Garden Tales 
  


