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Botanical Gardens Tour 

Coordinator’s Comments 
Congratulations to our 23 newly graduated Master 
Gardeners!   
 
Looking back over the past three years of all your 
volunteer work in Atlantic County, it’s gratifying to 
see the many organizations we’ve worked with and 
the tasks we’ve been involved in.  Some interesting 
recent statistics show that there are 65 active Master 
Gardeners that have volunteered 3,406 hours -- just 
this past year!  The Master Gardeners have worked 
on gardening projects in several schools, including 
Egg Harbor City, Northfield, Port Republic, and 
Pleasantville.  We have presented lectures to 
community organizations in Hammonton, Somers 
Point, Linwood, Margate, Galloway, and Atlantic City. 
These talks have covered topics ranging from insect 
identification to using pesticides and fertilizers 
correctly to minimize environmental damage.   
 
Some of our current projects include the Atlantic City 
Aquarium, the backyard wildlife habitat at the Atlantic 
County Park at Estell Manor, and the demonstration 
garden at the county extension office building in 
Mays Landing. Our demonstration garden 
showcases plants that do well in a coastal 
environment as well as plants that are deer resistant. 
We have assisted in plantings around a dozen 
Atlantic County facilities including the Mays Landing 
and EHT Libraries, County Clerk’s Office, Canale 
Training Center, and Gaskill and Lake Lenape Parks. 
One of our exciting new projects is a butterfly garden 
at the Galloway library that will help with future 
Master Gardeners’ library talks. We have worked in 
cooperation with ACUA, 4-H, County Park Systems, 
the County Library System, the Forsythe Wildlife 
Refuge, local public schools, the Atlantic Housing 
Authority, the Atlantic City Aquarium, Special 
Improvements District, and the PANTS convention in 
Atlantic City.  
 
In just three short years we have grown to an 
organized, hard-working organization that it is truly 
making an impact in our county.  Keep the ideas 
coming, and thank you again for all your hard work 
these past years. --  Mona Bawgus 
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New MG Project ideas?  
If you have ideas for new community projects 
that might be appropriate for MG volunteers, 
contact Mona directly. All programs should have 
an education / horticultural component. Mona 
can review the proposed project to see if there's 
an education angle in line with our Rutgers 
mission, and she has the appropriate forms to 
be completed. 

“Green Thumb” Articles help answer 
common questions 
• “Almost any vegetable that will grow in a backyard 

garden will grow in a container.” 
• “Now is the perfect time to prune your lilacs, right 

after flowering.” 
• “One helpful clue to distinguish between a good and 

bad caterpillar is butterfly larvae tend to be solitary 
whereas pests usually hatch in the hundreds.” 

• “Timing is critical so a watchful eye will keep the 
pest at low levels with minimal damage.” 

 
These are just a few helpful hints from recent Green 
Thumb articles. Mona writes these weekly articles for 
“The Press of Atlantic City,” and the topics align with 
questions our HelpLine callers are likely to have. The 
recent articles can be found in the Green Thumb binder 
in the HelpLine office; if you have email, they also arrive 
via MG NewsBits. Recent articles include:  
 
• Container Gardening, May 25 
• Lilacs, June 1, 2007  
• Butterfly Gardens, June 8 
• Colorado Potato Beetle, June 15 

Information and Sources 

Tick nymphs are in season 
Take a look at these handy wallet-sized RCRE cards 
in the HelpLine office; the flip side includes tips on 
exposure, prevention, symptoms, and tick removal. 
Advise your HelpLine callers – and family and friends 
-- to apply repellent containing “Permethrin” or 
“Deet,” and do body check for ticks after coming in 
from the garden, woods, or fields. 

Fax: ABN-AMRO

From: Mrs.

Fax: ABN-AMRO

From: Mrs.

HelpLine hot issue:  
Gypsy Moth Spraying 
The Gypsy Moth cycle is moving along, and the calls to 
the HelpLine keep coming.  Many people are asking 
about spraying programs; however, the municipalities 
who participated in the aerial B.t. spraying program this 
year have finished their spraying programs. (To see the 
list of sprayed areas, look on the bulletin board or see 
http://www.nj.gov/agriculture/divisions/pi/prog/gmwebta
ble.html ).  
 
At this late stage, review the fact sheets to give advice 
about manual methods and barriers. Encourage people 
to contact their municipalities regarding spraying 
programs for next year (the “Gypsy Moth Suppression 
Program” Q&A fact sheet outlines how to do that) and 
provide clients with fact sheets to help them prepare for 
next year’s Gypsy Moth cycle. 

Highly Technical Pest Control  
In the RCRE 2007 Control  
Recommendation for Household  
Pests, one highly technical bit  
of advice for earwigs  
recommends, “… a quick  
application of a foot to kill  
earwigs that wander indoors.” 
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HelpLine Updates 

HelpLine Questions to Expect 
Once the Gypsy Moth questions start to wane, expect 
calls over the next month on these topics:  
• Lawns: Weed identification, grass in (people want 

more grass); grass out (how to reduce lawns). 
• Shrubs & Trees: Cedar apple rust, fruit tree and 

flowering shrub pruning; lilac borers 
• Vegetables & Flowers: Garden mulches, 

hornworms on tomatoes 
• Pests: Squirrels and rabbits; mosquitoes; voles 

and moles; thrips on roses; Colorado potato beetle 
(see the Green Thumb article); slugs 

Getting our Fact (sheets) in Order 
The fact sheet file cabinets are your resource for 
quickly finding information to answer client questions. 
You’ll find a wealth of info there, and the HelpLine 
committee is in the (continuous) process of revising 
the filing system to best meet your needs.  
 
If you have a slow moment on the HL, spend ten 
minutes browsing the file cabinets. If you can't find a 
fact sheet in the files and you have to research / 
download a new one, create a file folder for the new 
fact sheet. 
 
The latest change that we’ve begun (but not yet 
finished) is to file all related topics together – for 
example, you’ll find fact sheets on “Oak Galls” as a 
sub-file under “Oaks,” rather than in a separate 
drawer. Stay flexible when you’re looking for 
information – check several possible categories. And 
don’t hesitate to make recommendations for file 
improvements. Here is what the file cabinets hold as 
of early June: 

 
Left File Cabinet 

 

Ellen Lichtenstein 
and Mary Stecher 
recently working the 
HelpLine 

Right File Cabinet 
 

 
Blank Activity reports, 
individual file Mailboxes, 
other blank forms (note: 
Check Activity Report for 
“certified” or “intern”) 
 

 
Fruits and Vegetables 
(Orange Tabs) 

 
Plants, Shrubs, Vines, 
Weeds 

 
Cultural (Blue Tabs) 
Watering, pruning, 
propagation, IPM, etc.  
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Lawn & Landscape  
(Red tabs) 
Turf problems, 
recommendations, soils and 
soil testing, etc. 
 
 

 
Insects, Diseases and 
Pests, A – F 
(Yellow Tabs) 
 

 
Trees (Green Tabs) 
Divided into Tree Care, 
Deciduous, and Evergreen; 
includes tree-specific 
diseases/pests 

 
Insects, Diseases and 
Pests, G - Z 
(Yellow Tabs) 

HelpLine Mentors Needed 
All '04, '05 and '06 MGs are asked to sign up for at 
least ONE DAY in June and July to work as a 
mentor with our interns.  

• To All who volunteered in the past year: 
3,406 volunteer hours! 
 

• To Anita Wagner for assembling the new photo 
directory. 
 

• To the Hospitality Committee, Claire Quigley, 
and all who brought a dish for the graduation 
luncheon. 
 

• To Vin Thoms for organizing the NY Botanical 
Garden tour. 



Committee News & Updates 

• Community Outreach Committee: Kathy Olsen. See pages 5 and 6. 
 

• Finance and Fund-Raising Committee: Deb Sander: We’re looking for volunteers 
to help generate and prioritize ideas for fund raising -- and how to spend the funds 
we raise! Contact Deb if you'd like to participate.  
 

• Hospitality Committee: Bev Albertson: Thanks to everyone for the wonderful 
buffet on June 8. For the July and August meetings at MG homes, plan to bring a 
dish to share.  
 

• HelpLine Committee: Grace Wagner. See page 3 for news.   
 

• Communications Committee: Mary McDermott:  
• New Photo Directory of Volunteers: The Spring 2007 Directory of MG 

Volunteers includes individual photos, phone numbers, addresses and emails. 
Use the directory to find phone numbers when confirming the next day’s 
HelpLine volunteer, to get more info from a project leader, or to coordinate on a 
project. To update information or to receive a copy, contact Anita Wagner. 

Bunny
Mason and

Camille
Griffin

enjoying the
Rose

Garden

• MG NewsBits: This email message goes out to the Association on an as-needed  
basis -- roughly every three or four weeks. MG NewsBits provides a way to collect  
various emails into a single message, so we're not receiving tons of emails -- and  
a way to share information that might not be strictly Extension-related (such as other  
garden club activities, etc.) The MG NewsBits also include Mona's weekly Green Thumbs articles, which 
are great prep for the HelpLine, since her topics address questions people are having right now in their 
lawns and gardens. Send suggestions for MG NewsBits to Mary. 

• "Garden Tales" Newsletter: Send your stories, photos, and suggestions to Mary, or bring them to the 
Association meetings. MGs without emails will receive the paper newsletter via US Mail. 

• Trips, Tours & Education Committee: Vin Thoms: The NY Botanical Garden trip (photos at right from the 
Rose Garden) was a huge hit with the 33 folks who participated, so we’re pretty excited to plan another trip. 
Mark your calendars for Tuesday, July 24th. We’ll be carpooling westward to Bertram's Garden “America’s 
oldest living botanical garden”), and the nearby Conservatory and Japanese Gardens. We’ll finalize plans at 
the July Association meeting. 

Volunteers welcome for ongoing projects 
As the school year ends, many of our student-engagement programs have wrapped up for the summer. But there 
are plenty of activities going on all across the county. To participate or get more info, contact the project or 
committee leader (also see the summaries under “Community Outreach Projects” on pages 5 & 6.   
• Demo Garden: June 19. 9:00. Mulching, Planting, weeding.  
• Estell Manor Backyard Habitat, ongoing Tuesdays and Fridays, 9 - 11. All welcome; no need to call in 

advance. 
• Forsythe Refuge: ongoing Thursday mornings, 10 - 11. Contact Evonne Kaminski and/or Judith Ryan-Heitz. 
• HelpLine: Each Certified MG is asked to volunteer at least one day, mentoring '07 students.  
• Galloway Library: No dates are set, but we'll be looking for volunteers to help create a butterfly/hummingbird 

garden for the kids' garden.  
• Finance and Fund Raising: Need committee members.  
• MG "branded" shirts, etc: Need volunteers to select / narrow down choices.  
• 4H Fair August 9 - 11: Looking for an overall coordinator, plus volunteers for shifts at the MG table. 
• Mona will lead a presentation August 27 at the Atlantic City Library on Container Gardening. She’s looking 

for volunteers to help with the presentation and demo. 
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Community Outreach Projects, 1 
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Glenn Pavlis, Bob Varrelmann, Michelle Bellinger, 
and Anita Wagner 

Spring Fling:  The Master Gardener table was 
popular at 4H's Spring Fling in May. We gave out a 
lot of literature and answered plenty of gardening 
questions. We also sold four-packs of the pepper 
plants the 2007 class started (and which Michele 
Bellinger and Amy Menzel took care of at the ACUA 
greenhouse) as well as some perennials left over 
from our Bay Day sale. Thank you to all of the MGs 
who helped that day!  
 

Estell Manor Greenhouse / County Sites Planting: Mary McDermott: 
This project is finished for the season. Greenhouse Manager Helen 
Biggs sends her sincere appreciation to all the MGs who worked in the 
greenhouse and at over a dozen County planting sites over the past four 
months. 

• Forsythe Wildlife Refuge: Evonne Kaminski: Activity continues on 
Thursday mornings, 9 - 11, through the end of June -- planting and 
maintaining the all-natives garden at the refuge. Get there while you can --
we stop work on the garden during hot July and August.  
 

• NEW: Galloway Library: Mona: The Library has asked the MGs to create 
a butterfly/hummingbird-friendly garden for the kids. In conjunction, we'll 
lead talks with the kids about butterflies, birds, plants, etc. Dates and times
to be determined. If you'd like to get involved, let Mona know.  

School projects  
• Peace Pilgrim Park: Kim Hesse: We've 

finished planting and the student programs for 
the school year; Kim will continue to water the 
wildflowers through the summer.  
 

• Pleasantville School: Rachel Bogatin: We've 
finished the student programs for the school 
year. At our last meeting, the students made 
salads and salad dressing with the vegetables 
and herbs they planted. It was great fun -- 
thanks to John Collette, Kathy Schoonover, 
Rachel, and Linda Risser-Hawn. We'll start up 
again when school resumes in the Fall.  
 

• Port Republic School: Deb Sandler: We've 
finished the student programs for the school 
year. The kids really enjoyed the project, and 
the plants are looking great. 

Barbara D’Augustine and Linda 
Risser-Hawn 

 
Estell Manor Park Backyard 
Habitat: Kathy Olsen: Activity 
continues on Tuesdays and 
Fridays, from 9 - 11 am -- 
watering, planting, weeding. 
You can also come any other 
day or time; simply ask the 
Naturalist for the key that 
opens the habitat and tool 
barn. 

Camille Griffin and Helen Biggs at Gaskill Park in Mays Landing. Right: Mary 
McDermott and Gerel Pereborow at Anthony Canale Training Center in EHT. 



Community Outreach Projects, 2 

Clockwise from  
top left:  
1) Planting  
asparagus and  
strawberries in the  
raised bed (Kathy  
Olsen, Glenn  
Pavlis, Mary  
McDermott,  
Nancy Jansen,  
Janet D’Allesandro); 
2) Laying mulch  
over newspapers (Glenn, 
Kim Hesse, Judith Ryan-
Heitz);  
3) Weeding and mulching: 
Ann Cinquina, Gloria 
Perakovich; 4) Spreading 
mulch: John Collette, Mary 
McDermott 

MG Demo Garden: Mona: The vegetable raised beds are growing like mad, and the perennial flower/shrub 
beds are just coming into bloom. We applied root mulch over newspaper to keep down weeks, and soaker 
hoses for easier and efficient watering. We’ll need help from time to time for garden maintenance, as well as 
preparing plant signage and educational materials. 

Ocean Life Aquarium: Michelle Brunetti Post: The Ocean Life 
Aquarium in Atlantic City has a new ornamental grass garden 
around its entrance sign, thanks to the efforts of our Aquarium 
Committee and lots of great volunteers. In addition to the 
original planning group of Bunny Mason, Nancy Jansen, Gloria 
Perakovich, Michelle Post and Mona Bawgus, we also got help 
from Carla Glass, Rachel Bogatin, Rebecca French-Mesch, 
Bob Varrelmann, Gay Pitz, Michelle Bellinger, and Kathy 
Schoonover in breaking up sod, improving the soil and planting.
 
The garden was designed to mimic an underwater grasses 
scene, that the fish sculpture on the sign looks like it's 
swimming through, with tall grasses behind and short grasses 
in the front. We can't wait to see the effect once the plants 
mature! 
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Big June Events 

Welcome Class of 2007! 
The graduation luncheon on June 8 welcomed 23 new interns to the Master Gardener community.  Judging by 
the enthusiastic and fun reactions, the new group will continue to make the Master Gardener experience a great 
one for everyone involved. Thanks to all who contributed to the buffet table, and to Claire Quigley for the African 
Violet graduation gifts. If you missed the luncheon, you can “meet” two of our new colleagues on page 8. At the 
luncheon, newly certified MGs were announced, and all certified MGs who volunteered 100 hours or more in the 
past year received a certificate. The Class of 2007 includes: 
 
Raven Ahmed   Marie Benoit    
Rachel Bogatin  John Collette, Jr.   
Becky Daidone  Barbara D’Augustine   
Morgana French  Rebecca French-Mesch  
Carla Glass   Phyllis Hardy    
George Hyatt   Robin Lara 
Ellen Lichtenstein  George Lonkart   
Beth Mauro   Amy Menzel    
Gay Pitz   Linda Risser-Hawn 
Kathy Schoonover  Mary Stecher    
Sandra Templeton   
Robert Varrelmann   
Greg Yost 

• Gay Pitz, Sandra Templeton, and 
Barbara D’Augustine in formal graduation
gowns.  

• African Violets in elegant glasses for 
grads from Claire Quigley.  

• Mona and Bev Albertson setting up.  
• A wonderful buffet! 

NY Botanical Garden Tour  
Wow! There’s not much more we 
can say. The June 6 trip, planned by 
Vin Thoms of the Trips, Tours, and 
Education Committee, went without 
a hitch. It was a full day’s trip – 8 am 
till about 8:30 pm – and every 
minute was worth it. The Garden is a 
show stopper. We were there at the 
height of the rose season, so the 
rose garden intoxicated us with 
sights and scents. We toured the 
conservatory’s tropical paradises, 
kids’ gardens, home gardens, 
rock/alpine gardens, shade gardens, 
sun gardens, and more. It was truly 
a learning and luxurious experience. 
Vin planned ahead: He said, “Our 
option was to go on the trip ‘rain or 
shine,’ so I chose ‘shine.’”  The 
weather was sunny, slightly breezy, 
and mid-70’s – just perfect!  
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Clockwise: Vin Thoms, 
Glenn Pavlis, John 
Collette, Kathy 
Schoonover, Kathy 
Thoms, Ana Schliefler, 
Janet D’Allesandro, Kim 
Hesse 

Jade vine
Banana bloom



Happy Birthday! 
6/5  Rebecca French Mesch 
6/11 Judy Ryan-Heitz  
6/11 Sandy Templeton 
6/27 Kim Hesse  
7/5 Anne Craig  
7/11 Daina Walters  
7/22 Claire Quigley  
7/31 Camille Griffin 
 

John Collette, 2007, Hamilton Township 
• My favorite plant is the red geranium. 
• My least favorite is grass, because it  

has to be cut.  
• If I didn’t join MGs, I would be ballroom  

dancing, skiing and snowboarding. 
• If I were on a desert island, the plant  

I’d want with me is a banana tree.  
• My favorite times of the year are both summer and 

winter. 
• My favorite MG volunteer activity is working with 

kids at the South Main Street School in 
Pleasantville.  

• My favorite MG class was Barbara Bromley’s 
flowers class.  

• If I had my own farm, I’d probably grow Jersey 
tomatoes.  

• Most MGs don’t know that I am a retired Atlantic 
City fire fighter.  

Rachel Bogatin, 2007, Margate  
• Committees: New member of the  

Finance Committee 
• My favorite plant is my ‘New Dawn’  

climbing rose which I grew from a  
cutting - beautiful pale pink flowers!   

• My least favorite plant is ivy  
because it is uncontrollable in the  
ground 

• My most embarrassing garden moment was when I 
knocked my ‘boy reading a book’ figure into my fish 
pond.  The ‘boy’ lost his book and we had to drain 
the pond to get it. 

• My favorite MG volunteer activity is working at the 
Pleasantville Elementary School project. 

• My favorite MG class was by Pat Sutton and 
creating a backyard wildlife habitat.  

• MGs don’t know that I am a ‘water bug’. I love being 
in the water and especially love to boogie board. 

Congratulations  
New Certified Master 

Gardeners! 
Carol Strahlendorf, 

Kim Hesse, 
Gerel Pereborow, 
Bette DelGrosso,  

Rita Wenig 

Say it isn’t so! 
 
"I hate flowers. I paint 
them because they're 
cheaper than models 
and they don't 
move." -Georgia 
O'Keeffe (1887-1986)

People Page 

Everybody has a story! 
Each month we introduce two members of our Master Gardener Association. The next time you see these folks, say 
hello and introduce yourself.  

Email Info 
• No Email: If you don’t have email and you 

want a paper copy of the monthly 
Association Meeting minutes, contact 
Anita Wagner.   

• Make sure your email is read:  Include 
“MG” in the Subject line. 
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Rutgers Resources 

Rutgers 2007 Garden Series Classes  
• BBQ Know How - June 16 
• Watercolor Painting – beginner & intermediate - June 23 & 30 
• Proper Planting Techniques - July 7 
• Evening in the Gardens - July 19 

 
For more information see www.rutgersgardens.rutgers.edu   

“What’s in Season from the Garden State” 
Rutgers has begun the second season of this biweekly email publication. 
Recent  highlights include restaurants serving Jersey Fresh; America’s newest 
wine region – South Jersey; and Jersey Fresh Spring Greens. In addition to 
local produce availability, you’ll also find a Jersey Seafood availability list. To be 
on the email distribution, send a note to Cindy Rovins at 
njfarmfresh@rce.rutgers.edu.  (South Jersey restaurants that serve “Jersey 
Fresh” produce are listed at 
http://www.njfarmfresh.rutgers.edu/servingjerseyfresh.asp ). 

Frequently Asked 
Questions: 
http://njaes.rutgers.ed

Newest RCRE fact sheet: 
Perennial Grassy Weed 
Control in NJ Turfgrass 
“Perennial grasses are the 
most difficult weeds to 
control in cool-season 
turfgrass. Several of these 
weeds, including 
bermudagrass 
(Cynodondactylon L. 
(Pers.)), creeping bentgrass 
(Agrostis stolonifera L.), 
dallisgrass (Paspalum 
dilatatum Poir.), and 
nimblewill 
(Muhlenbergiashreberi J. F. 
Gmel.) reduce turfgrass 
aesthetics and functionality 
with limited to no options for 
selective control.” Get the 
details on these weeds and 
control recommendations 
from fact sheet FS1050; 
March 2007. 

u/garden/faq.asp 
Topics include: 
• Fruit Trees 
• Garden and 

Household Pests 
• Houseplants 
• Lawn Care and 

Landscaping 
• Pesticides and 

Fertilizer 
• Trees and Shrubs 
• Vegetable 

Gardening and 
Small Fruits 

• Wildlife 

New Jersey Weed 
Gallery is a collection 
of photos and 
descriptions of weeds 
found in New Jersey; 
http://njaes.rutgers.edu
/weeds 

If Plants Could Talk 
features gardening tips 
from local university 
experts, successful 
farmers, master 
gardeners, and many 
other plant experts. 
Topics include new 
and interesting plant 
varieties, safe and 
effective pest control, 
step-by-step cultural 
tips for landscape and 
garden, and visits to 
local farms, 
arboretums, and 
backyard gardens. 
http://ifplantscouldtalk.r
utgers.edu   
  

“Locavores”
Local food lovers
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MG Tips & Suggestions 

Free to a good home 
by Gloria Perakovich 
 
As soon as she popped her head out of 
the ground, I knew she was going to be 
trouble. She complained to me last 
year, but I ignored her. She said she 
was unhappy in my garden and wanted 
a more loving atmosphere. I said I 
would do my best, but even though she 
is quite beautiful and different-looking, 
she has the worst BO! (Sort of like she 
died and is decomposing.)    
 
Of course, I am referring to an arum, a 
voodoo lily to be exact (top photo), 
and I just know there is a Master 
Gardener out there with a 
compassionate heart who would have a 
garden spot for her and her “significant 
other” – another arum, a dragon plant 
(bottom photo). I would hate to 
separate this dynamic duo. If you are 
the MG that she seeks, please call me 
at 609 641-8560.

Avocado Adventures 
by Mona Bawgus 
If you want to start your own avocado  
plant, here are a few tips from my  
recent avocado adventure. I had read  
that  certain types of U.S. avocados are  
irradiated to stop them from  
germinating, thereby increasing their  
shelf life. At the grocery store, I found  
some avocados from Chile. After  
removing the pit, I tried to scrape  
off some of the brown coating.  
It was easily done with the  
Chilean avocado compared to  
California avocados I had tried  
in the past. I then stuck two  
toothpicks in the pit and  
suspended it in a glass of water.  
After about a month I finally saw  
a root emerging. I then put it in a pot of potting soil 
and placed it in the green house (a window will do). 
A week or so later – voila! -- the stem emerged. 
Here are views shortly after the stem emerged, and 
then just five weeks later. 

Photos: M. McDermott 

Have trowel will travel 
For Master Gardeners, the  
opportunity to garden seems to  
pop up at unexpected times –  
for example, if you stop by the  
HelpLine office, and decide to  
do a little touching up of the  
MG Demo Garden; or you stop  
by a friend’s  house and are  
asked for some advice. The  
next thing you know, you’re knee deep in 
mulch. MG Grace Wagner recommends 
keeping a “travelling trowel trug” for just such a 
situation. Start collecting a second set of basic 
gardening tools from yard sales – such as a 
weeder, trowel, gloves, a pruner, and a 
kneeling pad – and keep them in a bag in your 
car. You can customize your “travelling trowel 
trug” with handy items like sunscreen, a sun 
visor, a bottle of water, and bug spray.  Now 
when the gardening bug strikes, you’ll be 
prepared! 

Plant Delights Nursery 

Reuse, Recycle and Propagate 
Found materials can often be co-opted into gardening 
use. Here is a clear plastic cake container that worked 
perfectly as a greenhouse  
for begonia cuttings. The  
cuttings started out in a  
mixed salad clear “clamshell;”  
when they grew larger, they  
fit nicely into the cake box. 

Holly deters Squirrels 
By Thornton Hole 
This year I have putting about a 2-inch thick layer of
dead dried American Holly leaves on the surface of 
planters. The leaves are hard and have sticky 
spines which discourage squirrels from digging in 
the planters to bury their goodies. This is not a 100 
percent remedy but I have had very little squirrel 
digging in my planters this year.  
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Fun Facts & Features 

Plants and Pronunciations 
by Gloria Perakovich 
 
The more we know about plants, the more we start using their Latin names – and pronunciation can often be an 
adventure. Over the next several newsletters, we’ll profile a few familiar garden plants – and help you pronounce 
their perhaps less-than-familiar Latin names.  
 
• Adenophora (a-den-OFF-o-ra): LADY BELL: Closely related to campanulas and grown for their handsome 

blue flowers; sun to partial shade.  
• Aegopodium (ee-go-PO-di-um): GOUTWEED: Carrot family; useful foliage plant; full sun to partial shade.  
• Alcea (al-SEE-a): HOLLYHOCK: Old and popular garden plant requiring full sun; moist, well-drained soil; and 

good air circulation. 
• Alstromeria (al-stro-MEER-i-a-): PERUVIAN LILIES: Grown in greenhouses or outdoors for its showy lily-

like flower; sun to partial shade; blooms early summer.  
• Anchusa (an-KOO-sa): ALKANET, BUGLOSS: Grown for its showy flowers.  
• Artemesia (ar-te-MIZ-i-a): WORMWOOD: This large genus of herbs and low shrubs needs full sun and well-

drained soil; they’ll rot in wet soils or areas of  high humidity. Otherwise, they’re easy to grow and do better in 
poor and sandy soils than in rich ones.  

• Asclepias (as-KLEE-pi-as): MILKWEED: This native species is very easy to grow in full sun and average 
garden soil; propagate by seeds or root cuttings.  

Garden Alley was 
contributed by 
Dennis Hyers, of the 
Estell Manor Park 
Greenhouse. See 
more of Dennis’s 
comics at 
www.mullein-
fields.com  
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Reflections on strawberries  
Strawberries are too delicate to be  
picked by machine. The perfectly ripe  
ones even bruise at too heavy a  
human touch. It hit her then that  
every strawberry she had ever eaten –  
every piece of fruit - had been picked  
by calloused human hands. Every piece  
of toast with jelly represented someone's  
knees, someone's aching back and hips,  
someone with a bandanna on her wrist to wipe away the 
sweat. Why had no one told her this before? -- Alison 
Luterman, "What They Came For" 
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