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Welcome new Association Members!  
On Friday, June 8, the current Association Members 
will host a lunch to welcome the Class of 2007 to the 
MG Association. The lunch will start at noon (a half 
hour earlier than our usual meeting time). We will 
also have our monthly Association meeting in 
conjunction with the lunch. If you haven’t signed up 
to attend (and bring a dish), contact Bev Albertson 
as soon as possible. 

Be a HelpLine Mentor 
This means you! Even if you’ve completed  
your HelpLine hours, sign up for one day  
this summer. Check the calendar, and sign  
up to accompany folks from the Class of 2007. You 
can serve as a calming voice of experience, 
providing direction and assistance to folks who are 
just starting out (remember YOUR first day on the 
HelpLine?). When you sign up, list “(Mentor)” after 
your name. It’s a great way to stay fresh on the 
HelpLine, and meet some new members! 

Get your hours in!  
Update your Activity Reports 
Anita will be compiling the quarter’s volunteer 
hours from your time sheets. Be sure all of 
your hours are posted on your time sheet no 
later than May 31st.  

New York Botanical Garden Tour 
For our first tour of the season, join MGs and friends 
on June 6 for a full-day tour of the fabulous NY 
Botanical Garden. But don’t wait – the May 22 
registration deadline is fast approaching. See details 
on page 6. 
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Coordinator’s Comments 
By Mona Bawgus 
 
The HelpLine calls are really picking up and it looks 
like the Gypsy moth is going to be a popular topic 
again this year.  Unfortunately for homeowners, the 
New Jersey Department of Agriculture (in 
cooperation with local municipalities) will be spraying 
only limited areas.  In Atlantic County, only certain 
areas in Absecon, Corbin City, Egg Harbor, 
Galloway, and Stockton State College will be 
sprayed.  

Information and Sources 

 Caution! You may be subject to the 
swarming attack of the Black Fly! 
Huh? You can learn all about the little  
critters – also known as the Buffalo Gnat  
or Turkey Gnat -- in the May 18  
Green Thumbs article. The insects are  
the size of a fruit fly, approximately 1/6th  
of an inch long or less and dark colored;  
they use a sword-like mouthpart to bite  
their victims (…ick). Expect calls on the  
HelpLine about these pests, so be prepared and read 
the article; you’ll find it in the Green Thumb Archive 
binder in the HelpLine office. You’ll also find recent 
articles on:  
• Cabbage Worm, May 13 
• Planting Strawberries, May 4 
• Mountain Laurel Leaf Spot, April 24 

 
Homeowners should be advised of the following 
management strategies to combat their Gypsy moth 
populations: 
• Egg masses should be identified and destroyed.  

Search for egg masses on tree trunks, under 
dead bark, in rock walls, or lawn furniture.  
Scrape them into a jar of soapy water or diluted 
bleach.   

• Barrier bands can also be placed around the 
trunks of trees to impede the caterpillars’ 
movement up the tree. The bands should be put 
on the tree when the caterpillars are about one 
inch long.   

• If the populated trees are not too tall, they can 
be treated with Bt. However, this is most 
effective when the caterpillars are small.  

 

Gypsy Moths in the News 
Recent articles in The Press of Atlantic City focused 
on the Gypsy Moth infestations. Copies of the May 6 
and May 12 articles are in the HelpLine office, if you’d 
like to see what your clients may be reading.  
 

At the HelpLine office, you’ll 
also find a complete listing of  
where municipalities will be  
spraying; also see http:// 
www.state.nj.us/ 
agriculture/divisions/pi/prog/gyp
symoth.html .   

Please read the fact sheets in the HelpLine office 
and become familiar with these management 
strategies, as I know we will have many calls from 
frustrated homeowners. (Here is a photo of a female 
producing an egg mass from http://www.umass 
greeninfo.org/fact_sheets/defoliators/gypsey_moth.ht
ml ; the site has additional information you may find 
helpful in preparing for clients’ questions.) 
 
I hope everyone is enjoying their gardens and 
remembering to enjoy the process as well as the 
results. 

Previous issues of Garden Tales 
Thanks to Kim Hesse and  

Bette Del Grosso for the May  
Association meeting desserts! 

Garden Tales is published as a .pdf file and emailed to all 
Association members with email addresses. If you don’t 
have Adobe Reader, you can download it for free from 
Adobe’s web site. To see the last three issues of Garden 
Tales, see the MG web site http://www.aclink.org/rce-
atlantic/ag/master_gardener.asp.  
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HelpLine and Volunteer Opportunities 

Volunteers needed for fun projects!
This is a busy season for us. Please join one or 
more projects over the next month. Contact the 
project or committee leader to volunteer or get 
details.  
• Spring Fling, May 20: Volunteers needed at 

demo table. Contact Mona.  
 

• Demo Garden: May 21. 9:00. Planting, 
weeding, mulching, harvesting. Contact 
Judith Ryan Heitz and/or Evonne Kaminski.
 

• Port Republic School: May 23, 2:30 - 4:00. 
Planting with 3rd and 4th graders. Contact: 
Janet Longo. 
 

• Estell Manor Backyard Habitat, ongoing 
Tuesdays and Fridays, 9 - 11. Contact: 
Kathy Olsen. 
 

• Forsythe Refuge: ongoing Thursday 
mornings, 10 - 11. Contact Evonne Kaminski 
and/or Judith Ryan-Heitz.  
 

• Estell Manor Greenhouse Planting: 
ongoing weekdays from 10 - 2 at parks and 
county locations.  Contact: Mary McDermott
 

• HelpLine: Each member is asked to 
volunteer one day per month, mentoring '07 
students.  
 

• MG "branded" shirts, etc: Need volunteers 
to narrow down choices.  
 

• 4H Fair, August 9 to 11. We need a project 
leader and a small planning committee to 
determine what we’ll offer this year. 

HelpLine questions to expect 
The HelpLine is hopping – so be prepared and have 
some fun! Ask clients lots of questions to help you 
better diagnose their problems / find answers to their 
questions. Don’t hesitate to ask for a plant / pest sample
if the question is particularly perplexing. Over the next 
month, you can expect questions about: 
 
• Lawns: Late spring/early summer fertilizing; seed 

choices for South Jersey soils; fungus/summer 
patch problems; grubs, grubs, grubs; lawn weed 
identification;interpreting soil  
test results 

• Shrubs & Trees:   
Cedar apple rust;  
pruning azalea and  
rhododendrons; oak galls;  
bag worms  

• Vegetables & Flowers: Getting wisteria to bloom; 
problems with peach tree fruiting 

• Pests: Gypsy moth, grubs, carpenter bees, ants 
(indoors and out), voles/moles, potato beetles, deer 
(the list goes on…) 

 

Fun HelpLine call 
from May 2006: 
“Ducks are in my 
swimming pool!”

Tuned into Turf?  
Volunteer opportunity in July 
Master Gardeners are sought for this summer’s 
Rutger’s Turf Research Field Days. It’s a bit of a hike 
north for us South-Jerseyites, but it could be pretty 
interesting. This year’s Turf Research Field Days will be 
Tuesday, July 31, 9 am – 1 pm (fine turf – golf course) 
at Horticulture Farm II (New Brunswick) and on 
Wednesday, August 1, 9 am – 3 pm (sports field turf, 
home lawn and landscape) in Adelphia.  
 
Volunteer choices usually include tour leaders (you get 
to listen to all the RCE specialists discuss the latest and 
greatest turfgrass varieties and pest control products), 
directing traffic, and possibly driving golf carts to 
transport attendees and speakers from their vehicles to 
the registration booth. If you’re interested in 
volunteering for a half-day session, contact Barbara 
Fitzgerald at 732-932-9375, ext. 338 or e-mail at 
bfitzgerald@aesop.rutgers.edu. 

HelpLine Committee Meeting 
May 30, 10 am, MG offices. If you’d like to 
contribute ideas and suggestions, even if you’re not 
a committee member, feel free to join the meeting 
or email / phone Committee Chair Grace Wagner.  
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Community Outreach Projects 

• Estell Manor Backyard Habitat: Kathy Olsen: All 
our purchased plants have been planted and 
mulched, thanks to Nancy Jansen, Bette Del 
Grosso, Glenn Pavlis, and Kathy Olsen. We’re 
dealing with some deer / groundhog damage to 
plants, despite being behind a big fence. Coming 
up, we’ll be planting annual flowers, pruning, 
weeding, and general maintenance. We’re still 
looking for volunteers to meet Tuesdays and 
Fridays at 9 am at the Backyard Habitat.   
 

• Estell Manor Greenhouse Planting: Mary 
McDermott: Planting continues at Atlantic County 
parks, libraries, and county offices. Volunteers are 
welcome weekdays, from 10 - 2 (or a portion of 
that time). For the schedule, contact Mary.  
 

• Forsythe Refuge Native Garden: Judy Ryan 
Heitz and Evonne Kaminski: Ongoing planting and 
garden maintenance continues. The garden looks 
great! Volunteers welcome on Thursday mornings 
from 10 till 12. 
 

• MG Demo Garden:  Judy Ryan Heitz and Evonne 
Kaminski: We planted strawberries and asparagus 
May 17, and will be laying down weed block and 
mulch. Check out the photos of Vin Thoms’ 
archway, bench, and hypertufa Japanese lantern!   
Next activity May 21, 9 am.  
 

• Ocean Life Aquarium: Michelle Brunetti Post: 
We’ve got our plants budget in place and will order 
the ornamental grasses. 

• Peace Pilgrim Park: Kim Hesse: We finished our 
final spring phase on May 15, working with nine 
kids from the Environmental Service Club at 
Rittenburg School planting wildflowers and 
daylilies, and laying down mulch. Many thanks to 
Estelle Berkowitz, Camille Griffin (who spoke to 
the kids about the do’s and don’ts of mulching), 
Glenn Pavlis, and Kim Hesse (who gave a talk on 
how to plant wildflowers). And a “Thank You” to 
Galloway Nursery for donating a second tree.  

• Pleasantville School: Mona: Good progress. Our 
MG 2007 students assisted the class with planting 
the vegetables started from seed earlier in the 
spring.  

• Port Republic School: Janet Longo: Planting 
continues through May, with engaged and 
interested students. Next activity: Planting on May 
23rd, from 2:30 to 4:30.  

Kathy Olsen, Nancy Jansen, and Bette Del Grosso planting at
the Estell Manor Backyard Habitat 

Photos: M. McDermott

MG Demo Garden
Vin Thoms built an 
archway in a half 
day, with help from 
Thornton Hole and 
Glenn Pavlis. Vin’s 
hypertufa 
Japanese Lantern 
graces the front 
garden.   

M. McDermott

M. McDermott

Kim Hesse
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People Page 

Kim Hesse, 2006, Egg Harbor City 
• Committees: Outreach, Plant Sale,  

Demo Garden, HelpLine; project leader  
for Peace Pilgrim Park  

• My favorite plant is the butterfly bush.  
• My least favorite is the yucca. 
• If I were on a desert island, the plant I’d want is 

mint, to make a refreshing tea. 
• My family thinks my gardening is over the top! 
• My favorite MG activity is taking garden trips.  
• My favorite garden tool is the shovel, because I 

use it all the time.  
• My favorite MG class was on Soils. 
• A critter I don’t mind in my garden is the Praying 

Mantis.  
• If I had my own farm, I’d probably grow lavender.  
• Most MGs don’t know that I’m a beautician by 

trade, and an advocate for 100% non-smoking in 
the casinos. 

Kathy Olsen, 2006, Estell Manor 
• Committees: Co-chair (with Nancy  

Jansen) of Outreach Committee;  
project leader for Estell Manor  
Backyard Habitat MG Project. 

• Favorite time of the year: Right now; 
I love getting all my indoor plants outside and I 
love being in the garden, “digging in the dirt.” 

• My least favorite plant is chickweed. 
• My favorite plant is the Rose. I have six long-

stemmed, hybrid roses. I love their smell. I also 
love my indoor orchids. 

• My most embarrassing gardening moment was 
after a hard day’s work at Estell Manor. I came 
home with my face and arms “painted” with soil. 

• Most MGs don’t know that I love to play tennis 
(I’m not too bad), I love to play golf and read.  I 
am also trying to teach myself how to play guitar.

 

Everybody has a story! 
Each month we introduce two members of our Master Gardener Association. The next time you see these folks, say 
hello and introduce yourself.  

Photos: Nancy Jansen

Big Day at Bay Day! 
By Michelle Brunetti Post 
 
Thank you to everyone who volunteered at Bay 
Day April 28. We had a great turnout of 
volunteers. There were always several people 
manning the booth, and we really needed them. It 
was incredibly crowded, and we definitely got our 
name out to thousands of people! The booth was 
absolutely beautiful, thanks to the efforts of Nancy 
Jansen, Claire Quigley, Kim Hesse and the rest of 
the Bay Day Committee. Twenty people signed up 
for information on becoming Master Gardeners, 
and hundreds more took written materials and 
asked questions. We sold plants left from the 
Plant Sale and some additional landscape plugs 
for a nice addition to our Association funds. We 
found that lots of people were interested in buying 
herbs, so next year we may offer those as well as 
wildlife plants. We only scratched the surface of 
possibility for Bay Day this year. And on top of 
everything else, it was fun to be there! And a big 
Thank You to the Bay Day organizers, who gave 
us the space for free since we're nonprofit. 
Thanks again to everyone who helped! 

MGs working Bayfest included, clockwise from top left, Rita Wenig, 
Michelle Brunetti Post, Becky Daidone and Rachel Bogatin, Bev 
Albertson, and Claire Quigley 
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Trips, Tours, Education 

Remember to wear your 
MG badge at all  

MG events! 

Regional Events of Interest 
• South Jersey June 30 Triple Play: 

• Daylilly Dazzle, Woodside Nursery, Bridgeton: Roam the fields while stunning daylillies are in 
full bloom and buy one for your own garden.  www.woodsidenursery.com (Hint: MGs went  in 2005 
and were glad we had a pickup truck!) 

• Blue Sterling Nursery, Bridgeton: Once a year Retail Day specializing in dwarf and slowing 
growing confifers and Japanese maples. www.bluesterling.com  

• Fairweather Gardens, Greenwich, usually only do business via mail order; on this day, you can 
see and buy a wide range of unusual trees, shrubs and perennials.  www.fairweathergardens.com 

• Rutgers Gardens 42nd Annual Open House, New Brunswick, NJ, July 29. Details will be posted soon 
on  http://www.rutgersgardens.rutgers.edu/openhouse.html  

 

NY Botanical Garden Bus Trip! 
Don’t miss an opportunity to visit one of the world’s greatest 
collection of plants – practically in our own back yard. On June 6, 
the MGs will take a bus trip to the NY Botanical Garden in the 
Bronx.  
 
It will be a full-day affair: Meeting at the Shore Mall at 7:40 am, 
and leaving the Garden at 6 pm. The cost per person is $45, 
which includes the bus and admission; lunch and refreshments 
can be purchased at the Garden.  
 
Bring a friend – or two! To sign up, complete a registration form 
(see page 9 of this newsletter) and provide your payment to Vin 
or Mona no later than Tuesday, May 22nd.   
 
For a sneak preview of the Gardens, see www.nybg.org.  
 

Fun Trips & Tours Ideas 
In addition to the NY Botanical Garden, here 
are a few options to consider for fun 
summer trips. Take a look at 
http://www.greaterphiladelphiagardens.org  
for more details on each. We can decide on 
some options for a van or car-pool 
adventure at the next Association Meeting. 
If you have other trip suggestions, let Vin 
Thoms know.  
• The Grounds for Sculpture  
• Bartram's Garden and the nearby 

Japanese House and garden in 
Fairmont Park  

• A return visit to Morris Arboretum  
• Andalusia - a 90 acre showplace on the 

Delaware river - 13 miles north of Philly 
• Longwood Gardens  

Rutgers 2007 Garden Series Classes 
• Evening In the Gardens - May 24 
• Color Combinations in the Border - June 9 
• Plant Propagation - June 9 
• BBQ Know How - June 16 
• Watercolor Painting – beginner & intermediate -

June 23 & 30 
• Proper Planting Techniques - July 7 
• Evening in the Gardens - July 19 
For more information see 
www.rutgersgardens.rutgers.edu  or call the 
Gardens office at 2-8451.  
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Fun Facts & Features, 1 

One of my favorites: Eucalyptus cinerea 
By  Kathy Schoonover 
 
The cut and preserved foliage of Eucalyptus cinerea has always had a place in  
my home. Its tall stems arch gracefully over a vase, its fragrance fills an entire  
room, and its color—blue-green with a dusting of white—is visually soothing.  
When I discovered small pots of Eucalyptus among the annuals in a local nursery,  
I naturally wanted to take some home.  Five years later, those tiny plants have  
become dominant features in my garden. 
 
In its native Australia, Eucalyptus cinerea is evergreen, growing 50 feet tall, and  
thrives on dry, rocky slopes with poor soil. Juvenile leaves are round  
(the plant’s common name is the silver dollar plant), while adult leaves are  
broadly lanceolate. These leaves are the primary food of the koala bear. 
 
In this country, Eucalyptus cinerea grows as a tree in zones 8b and 9. In  
my garden, I’d expected the plant to grow as an annual, but was surprised  
to find that it acts like a perennial shrub. The plants grew about three feet  
in their first season but suffered frost damage during winter. I cut them  
back to the ground in early spring, new growth (blue tinged with  
pink – see photo) soon followed, and they proceeded to reach a height of  
about five feet during their second summer. Each spring I follow the same  
procedure, and each summer they grow taller; last fall the tallest was eight  
feet and had a trunk 1.5 inches in diameter. The plants grow in full sun  
with an average amount of water but are drought-resistant once  
established. Although my plants haven’t flowered yet, Eucalyptus cinerea  
produces white flowers that appear in threes in the leaf axils. 
 
Eucalyptus forms a graceful backdrop of color and texture in the garden and provides a bounty of cut foliage that 
pairs especially well with roses. The foliage can also be dried or preserved with glycerin. Eucalyptus may aptly be 
called the silver dollar plant, as it is a plant of much economic importance, to both the cut flower and 
pharmaceutical industries (its oil has medicinal properties). A study by University of California scientists has 
concluded that eucalyptus is also a suitable material for manufacturing medium density particleboard for the 
building industry. Despite its significant economic value, Eucalyptus cinerea may be the most inexpensive shrub 
you’ll ever buy.  (Sources: www.ces.ncsu.edu , http://trees.stanford.edu, www.oregonstate.edu , 
www.ars.usda.gov ) 

Happy Birthday! 
5/26  Robert Kruk  
6/11  Judy Ryan-Heitz  
6/27  Kim Hesse 

All in one story…. 
Koala bears! 
Dollar plants! 
Blue and pink leaves! 
Pharmaceuticals! 
Particle board!  

Did you know NJ’s State…. 
• Tree: Red Oak, Quercus borealis maxima 
• Flower: The Common Violet, Viola sororia 
• Insect: honey bee, apis mellifera 
• Fruit: Blueberry 
• Bird: Goldfinch 
• Dinosaur (it’s true!): Hadrosaurus foulkii 

Kathy Schoonover

(See http://www.state.nj.us/nj/about/ 
facts/factssymbols.html ) 
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The Joy and Beauty of Hummingbirds 
By Janet D’Allesandro 
 
At this time of the year, hummingbirds enchant us. While there are over 300 
species of hummingbirds, the ones we are most likely to see in our yards are 
the Ruby-Throated Hummingbirds. These amazing birds weigh only a few 
grams, and are so light that it would take 150 of them to equal one pound. 
Their wings, which move in a figure-eight pattern, beat about 80 times a 
minute in regular flight (or 50 times a second, depending on your source). 
And, even at rest, their heart rate is eight times faster that that of a human. 
Hummingbirds must have excellent memories too, because during their 
three-to-five year life span, they return to the same feeders and flowers 
annually, migrating (sans a flock) 500 or so miles each spring. 
 
Usually arriving in mid-April, they captivate us until September or October 
with only a few simple habitat requirements. Hummers need trees for 
nesting, resting and escape cover. Predators include praying mantas, 
snakes, blue jays and cats. So be careful where you position your food 
sources. In addition to nectar, hummingbirds require an ample food supply of 
insects, including misquotes, gnats, aphids, and spiders. Feeders provide 
nectar equal to 2,000- 5,000 flowers and are a food source for hummingbirds 
when flowers are not in bloom.  
 
If you plant flower and shrub species that have overlapping bloom seasons 
you can provide the nectar and/or insects these jewels require. Plus, you will 
have a summer-blooming garden that you can enjoy too.  See the box at 
right for plant options.  
 
During nesting time hummingbirds may not be as  
likely to come to feeders as their interests turn to  
feeding insects to their young. Once the  
youngsters have left the nest and during the fall  
migration you will probably notice  
increased activity at your feeder. For more  
information, www.birds.cornell.edu/AllAboutBirds/ 
BirdGuide/Ruby-throated_Hummingbird.html .  
In the spring, you can track the northward  
migration of hummingbirds so you know when to  
put your feeders out; see the migration  
map at www.hummingbirds.net 

Fun Facts & Features, 2 

Plants to delight a 
hummingbird 
 
Some common shrub species
that attract hummingbirds 
include Rhododendrons, 
Deciduous Azaleas, Rose 
Mallow (Hibiscus), Sweet 
Pepperbush (Chethra), Albelia 
and Weigela.  
 
Common Perennials hummers 
enjoy include Bleeding Heart 
(Dicentra Eximia), Canna, 
Columbine (Aquilegia), Coral 
Bells (Heuchera), Phox, Purple 
Coneflower (Echinacea 
purpurea), Beardtongue 
(Penstemon), Bee Balm 
(Monarda), Lilies, Cardinal 
Flower (Lobelis cardinalis), 
Gayfeather, (Liatris).  
 
And vines such as Trumpet 
Honeysuckle (Lonicera 
sempivirens ) or Trumpet 
Creeper are hummingbird 
magnets.  
 
If annuals please you, select 
Zinnia or Mexican sunflowers In 
an apartment, hang baskets of 
Impatiens, Scented Geranium or 
Fuchsia to attract 
hummingbirds. 

Photo: Janet D’Allesandro

‘Tis the season for… Fruit Flies 
Don’t put up with fruit flies buzzing around your garden bounty. If you 
have the pesky critters indoors, here’s an easy way to get rid of them, 
courtesy of the University of Kentucky: “Construct a trap by placing a 
paper funnel (rolled from a sheet of notebook paper) into a jar which is 
then baited with a few ounces of cider vinegar. Place the jar trap(s) 
wherever fruit flies are seen. This simple but effective trap will soon catch 
any remaining adult flies which can then be killed or released outdoors.” 
http://www.ca.uky.edu/entomology/entfacts/ef621.asp 
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 New York Botanical Garden Bus Trip 
 

Wednesday, June 6, 2007 
 

Founded in 1891, the Garden is one of the world’s great collections of plants, the region’s 
leading educational center for gardening and horticulture, and an international center for plant 

research.  The Garden is alive with opportunities for discovery, from an “ecotour” of the world in 
the Enid A. Haupt Conservatory to an innovative indoor/outdoor science museum for kids to 50 

exquisite gardens and plant collections, all on a 250-acre National Historic Landmark site in 
New York City’s Bronx borough.  Read more at www.nybg.org 

 
The bus will accommodate 54 people. MG’s may invite a guest(s) to join us only if there are any 

open seats left unfilled on the bus.  
 

Deadline for registration and payment is Tuesday, May 22nd.   
 

Cost:  $45.00 
 

Schedule 
8AM promptly Bus departs Shore Mall(please arrive 20 minutes in advance). 
6PM promptly Bus departs Botanical garden (please arrive on time at bus). 
 
Shore Mall is located at 6725 Black Horse Pike, Egg Harbor Twp. If you need directions, go to 
http://shoremallshopping.com/html_pages/directions.html 
 
Look for the bus behind Value City in the rear area of the mall.  We have permission to park 
there for the day. 
 
 
Please return registration form and payment to: Vin Thoms 

3141 Reading Ave 
Hammonton, NJ  08037-8004 

 
Questions????  Please contact Vin Thoms at 609-567-4111, or Mona at the office. 
 
 
Name:         Phone:   
 
Guests:        Phone: 
 
Total amount submitted:     
 
Make checks payable to: Vin Thoms 

May 2007                                                                 Page 9 of 10                                                Garden Tales 

http://www.nybg.org/


Deciding on tomato varieties? 
Let good taste be your guide. Last year’s winners of the 
taste-testing at Rutgers Agriculture Research Extension 
Center in Gloucester County were Better Boy, Big Boy, 
Jet Star, Super Steak, Superstar, Supersonic, 
Beefmaster, Rutgers. 
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Want to contribute to 
Garden Tales? 

 
Garden Tales is written and produced by Mary 

McDermott, following each Association meeting. Send 
topic ideas, photos, or stories to Mary at  

mmcddmcn@comcast.net 
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Atlantic County Master Gardener Program Newsletter 
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